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A.  Statutory Authority & Purpose: In accordance with 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32, and V.S.A. Chapter 
117 §4424, §4411 and §4414, there is hereby established a bylaw for areas at risk of flood damage in the 
Town of Warren, Vermont. The purpose of the Flood Hazard Overlay District is to promote public health, 
safety and welfare by preventing or minimizing hazards to life or property due to flooding.  It is also the intent to 
the Town of Warren to regulate development within identified areas of special flood hazard in accordance with 
state and federal law in order to ensure that the town and private property owners are eligible for federal flood 
insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and other available federal disaster recovery and 
hazard mitigation funds (see also Article 5). 
 
B.  It is the purpose of this bylaw to: 
A. Implement the goals, policies, and recommendations in the current municipal plan; 
B. Avoid and minimize the loss of life and property, the disruption of commerce, the impairment of the 
tax base, and the extraordinary public expenditures and demands on public services that result from 
flooding related inundation and erosion; 
C. Ensure that the selection, design, creation, and use of development in hazard areas is reasonably safe 
and accomplished in a manner that is consistent with public wellbeing, does not impair stream 
equilibrium, flood plain services, or the stream corridor, 
D. Manage all flood hazard areas designated pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32 § 753, the municipal 
hazard mitigation plan; and make the Town of Warren, its citizens, and businesses eligible for federal 
flood insurance, federal disaster recovery funds, and hazard mitigation funds as may be available. 
 
C. Warning of Disclaimer of Liability 
This bylaw does not imply that land outside of the areas covered by this bylaw will be free 
from flood damages. This regulation shall not create liability on the part of the 
Town of _Warren, or any municipal official or employee thereof, for any flood 
damages that result from reliance on this regulation, or any administrative decision lawfully 
made hereunder. 
 
D.    Lands to Which these Regulations Apply 
 
(1) Regulated Flood Hazard Areas 

These regulations shall apply to the Special Flood Hazard Area in and on the most current 
flood insurance studies and maps published by the Department of Homeland Security, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, National Flood Insurance Program, as provided by the 
Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32 § 753, which 
are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of these regulations. The location of 
the boundary shall be determined by the Zoning Administrator (ZA). If the applicant 
disagrees with the determination made by the ZA, a Letter of Map Amendment from FEMA 
shall constitute proof. 

 
(2) Base Flood Elevations and Floodway Limits in Special Flood Hazard Areas 

Where available, base flood elevations and floodway limits provided by the National Flood 
Insurance Program and in the Flood Insurance Study and accompanying maps shall be used to 
administer and enforce these regulations. In Special Flood Hazard Areas where base flood 
elevations and/or floodway limits have not been provided by the National Flood Insurance 
Program in the Flood Insurance Study and accompanying maps, it is the applicant’s 

      Responsibility to develop the necessary data.  
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#  Activity  Hazard Zone  

 

 P Permitted  
C Conditional Use Review 
X Prohibited  
A Exempted  
 

Special Flood 
Hazard Area  

Floodway  

1  New Structures  X  X  
2  Storage  X  X  
3  Improvements to Existing Structures  P, C  C  
4  Small Accessory Structures  P  X  
5  At Grade Parking  P  C  
6  Replacement water supply or septic systems  C  C  
8  Fill as needed to elevate existing structures  C  C  
9  Fill  X  X  

12  Grading  C  C  
13  Road maintenance  A  A  
14  Road improvements  C  C  
15  Bridges and culverts  C  C  
16  Channel management  C  C  
17  Recreational vehicles  P  P  
18  Open space, recreation  A  A  
19  Forestry  A  A  
20  Agriculture  A  A  


