Town of Warren
Planning Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Monday April 27, 2015

Members Present: Mike Ketchel, Randy Graves, Camilla Behn and Dan Raddock.

Others Present: Michael Brodeur, Damon Reed, Nick Morehouse, Peter DeFreest, Miron
Malboeuf and Ruth Robbins.

Agenda: Call meeting to order, 7:30 pm.

1) Opportunity for Public Comment 7:30 - 7:45

2) Town Plan, Chapter 5, Review revisions of previous meeting and incorporate in chapter, final
draft.

3) Mountainside Condominium Assoc., Act 250 denial of application to rebuild Building 3.

4) False alarm & wood burning stove ordinance, Peter DeFreest, Chief & Nick Morehouse,
President - WVFD

5) Plan for Town Green Charrette to be held May 30th, 2015.
6) Review & sign minutes April 13, 2015 ( draft)
7) Other & New business:

Mr. Ketchel called the meeting to order at 7:38 pm.

There were three members of the Warren Volunteer Fire Department [WVFD] in attendance so the PC
began the meeting with a discussion about item #4, the proposed false alarm & wood burning stove
ordinance. The members had taken a look at the draft proposal at their previous meeting and had asked
the WVFD to come and provide some insight as to the reasons behind the proposal.

The WVFD told the PC that they were a rural volunteer fire department with a growing town.
Specifically, when responding to a call from any of the condos up at the mountain they had to rely on
their own memories of the layout and/or hope that a key holder who knew the building would show up
and assist them. Unfortunately the WVFD has historically not gotten a good response from many of the
key holders and they arrive at the scene and find themselves behind the eight ball. They stressed to the
PC that they very much needed help from both the town and the condominium associations. They really
wanted a town fire ordinance that would alleviate the necessity to “reinvent the wheel and start from
scratch” every time a new development comes along. The condominium associations need to be active
in communicating and participating with the WVFD so that in the event of an emergency the fire
department can do their job.
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The fire department members and the PC members went on to have a conversation about types of
wood stoves, who and how are inspections of wood burning devices done, that monitored [third party]
alarm systems should be registered with the town/WVFD, should the ordinance apply just to multi-
family structures (3 units and more) and what about single family dwellings that are second homes that
have smoke alarms. The members reiterated their plea for the town and condominium associations to
step up for public safety. They said that they needed the town to be responsible for administration as
they, as volunteers, needed to spend their time on training which includes familiarizing themselves with
the larger buildings up at the mountain. The PC thanked the firemen for their insight and information.
Since the PC felt the current draft of the proposed ordinance could use some revision, two PC members
volunteered to work with a WVFD member to come up with a revised draft to submit to the Select
Board. They agreed on a date of May 11 to have something for the PC as a whole to look at. The WVFD
noted that it would be really great if something could be in place by fall.

The Commission moved on to item #2 on the agenda, a revised final draft of Chapter 5, and agreed to
continue this item to the next meeting. Item #3 regarding Mountainside involved a brief discussion
about a letter Mr. Raddock wrote about the Act 250 denial and the part, if any, that the Warren Town
Plan played in that decision. The other members liked what he wrote and agreed that putting it in the
paper was a good idea. The PC is planning a half day charrette to allow interested Warren residents to
participate in the creation of a Town Green at the site of the former Ruby Blair House. The members
reviewed the invitation and made one edit and one addition. The charrette will be held on Saturday
May 30",

The PC reviewed and signed the minutes from the previous meeting of April 13™. The meeting was
adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Ruth V. Robbins
DRB/PC Assistant
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