
Members Present: 
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Mike Ketchel, Mike Bridgewater, Randy Graves, Craig Klofach, Camilla Behn, Jim 

Sanford and Dan Raddock. 

Dotty Kyle, Eric Brattstrom, Carolynn Schipa, Gregory Schipa, Ellen Strauss, Barry 

Simpson, Kate Williams, Miron Malboeuf and Ruth Robbins. [Kelly from MRTV 

was also present] 

PUBLIC MEETING re: Proposed changes to Chapter 5 of the Warren Town Plan 

Call Meeting to Order 7:30 pm, Craig Klofach, PC Chair 

• Introduce Boare!, Moderator, General Introduction; General note will be updated following 

Public Forum and a 2nd PC Meeting prior to release to Select Board. Also, changes will give PC 

authority to write Off-Grid ordinance regarding Wind. 

• Process Overview, Mike Ketchel, Vice Chair, 

Review PC Process regarding Energy discussions with goal that Warren will have a seat at the 

table and be acknowledged by State for on On-grid projects should any be brought forward in 

the future. 

• PC Goal to be Forward Looking, Dan Raddock or Randy Graves, members PC 

Today vs. future: What our youth see as important for the future 

• Public Meeting to receive Comments Kate Williams, Moderator 

• Meeting Conclusion: Any Follow Up Comments from Moderator or PC Members 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: 

1) Blair House Site & Blair Barn progress 

2) Review & sign minutes October 14th, 2014 

3) Other & New business: 

Mr. Klofach called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm. 

Mr. Ketchel noted that with only six people in the audience that maybe the Commission should consider 

continuing the public meeting on the proposed Chapter 5 changes to another date. It was determined 

that with those that did show up that they would go forward and would possibly be having an second 

meeting and if not, then folks would have another opportunity when it was forwarded to the Select 

Board. Ms. Williams was introduced as the moderator. Mr. Ketchel gave an overview of the required 

process in making changes to the Town Plan. 

The first comments made came from a member of the Warren Energy Committee [WEC] who felt that 

the PC should make a stronger statement about climate change, emphasize the necessity to weatherize 

homes and public buildings and the need to move away from the use of fossil fuels. Also suggested was 
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that the action steps needed to have "bolder" goals. The State has an energy plan that looks forward to 

the year 2050 and Warren along with all the other towns in the state need to commit to these goals now 

and not wait for someone else to do it later. Another member of the Warren Energy Committee 

commented that the current pictures didn't add very much and that the charts that the WEC had 

submitted would be more informative. One resident spoke up stating that the PC was aware of his 

stand against large scale commercial wind towers. He continued to say that he thought the definition of 

moderate scale wind could be more tightly defined as the potential size of a moderate wind tower could 

still sacrifice the beauty of our ridges for a secondary energy source as well as greatly impact our visitor 

industry. 

One person brought up the potential for hydro-electric power and how the Town Plan's mention of 

hydro-electric power could assist in keeping the Warren timber crib dam which is considered a historic 

fea~ure of the village. This person also commented that what the town expresses in the Town Plan 

could help in raising funds for the preservation of the dam. Also noted was that hydro-electric power 

was very general in the Town Plan whereas wind power was much more specific. Though hydro-electric 

would not be feasible in any large scale applications, there might be some smaller uses. It was suggested 

that the emphasis should be on the possibilities of hydro-electric power and not focus in specifically on 

the Warren Dam as its future is uncertain. Another member of the public added that at a recent 

seminar ten criteria were discussed for the viability for hydro-electric power and Warren may be able to 

satisfy those criteria. The Warren DPW noted that the fate of the Warren Dam could impact the plans 

for the much needed abutment improvements to the Warren covered bridge. He did however comment 

that any possibility of utilizing hydro-electric power would be a good thing. 

The PC members discussed whether or not they should have an additional meeting to gather more input 

as one person pOinted out they should try to get all the comments they could before they [the PC] 

passed it on to the Select Board. One member felt confident based on the evenings attendance that the 

Commission had heard all that they were going to hear - after all, the PC has been having public 

meetings for well over a year on the topic of alternative energy and proposed changes to the Tow·n Plan 

energy chapter. There were a couple of additional comments made, one emphasizing that the Town 

Plan energy chapter should follow the goals of the Vermont State comprehensive Energy plan; another 

individual said the PC should continue working on the changes until fully satisfied and a third suggested 

adding the public notices to Front Poarch Forum for additional exposure. The PC members then agreed 

to discuss possible modifications at the November 10th meeting and closed the public hearing on the 

Town Plan proposed changes at 8:25 pm. They then went forward with the rest of the agenda. 

Staff brought up to the Commission that with the demolition of the Ruby Blair House that inquiries and 

suggestions have been brought to their attention. It was suggested that the PC make time after the first 

of the year to work on a more detailed plan for the newly formed green space. The minutes from the 

previous meeting were reviewed and signed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm. 

2 



OOG~'1 
Town of Warren 
Planning Commission 
Minutes of Meeting 
Monday October 27, 2014 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ruth V. Robbins 

ORB/PC Assistant 

Jim Sanford date 

Craig Klofach date 

Mike Ketchel date 

Camilla Behn date 

Dan Raddock 
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