TOWN OF WARREN 230387
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MEETING
MONDAY MARCH 10, 2008

Members Present: Mike Ketchel, Lisa Miserendino, John Goss, Don LaHaye, Jim Sanford
and John Donaldson.

Others Present: Sue Carter, Nancy Pignatello, Alex Maclay, Miron Malboeuf and Ruth
Robbins.
Agenda: Call to order, 7:30 pm.

1. Drawing for Town Garage Site

2. Continued review maps and district boundaries. Drafts of where the expanded district
lines might be located Also discuss performance standards for a mix of commercial &
residential uses

a. Warren Village Residential
b. Warren Village Commercial

3. Review proposed Design Standard (Wooded Enclave) for PRD’s & conservation
subdivisions

4. Review RFP Recipients

5. Other Business:
a. review and sign minutes from February 25" 2008 meeting

Mr. Ketchel called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.

First item that the Commission took care of was the election of officers for the coming year. A
motion was made by Mr. Donaldson and seconded by Mr. LaHaye to nominate Mr. Ketchel as
Chairman of the Planning Commission. The vote was unanimously in favor. Mr. Donaldson then
nominated Mr. Sanford as Vice Chairman. This was seconded by Mr. Goss and the vote was
unanimously in favor. For the position of Secretary, Mr. Donaldson nominated Ms. Robbins, it
was seconded by Mr. Ketchel, and once again the vote was unanimously in favor.

The next item was the review of a site plan prepared by Mr. Sanford that depicted the potential for
12 residential units on the Town Garage site. This was done for the purpose of showing the
Brownfields Assessment Team what potentially the town might do with the property once it was
cleaned up and where the technicians should concentrate their testing. It was discussed that Mr.
LaHaye would get the map to Clare Rock at the CVRPC meeting the following night.

The Commission then reviewed the individual members suggested boundary changes for both
the Warren Village Residential District and the Warren Village Commercial District. After looking
at the similarities and the few differences, the Commission asked the staff to attempt to draft a
map that shows the consensus of opinion [Plan A, optimal approach, and Plan B, conservative
approach]. Ms. Miserendino stated that she had no problem with the suggested expansion of the
Warren Village Residential District, but had serious concerns about expanding the commercial
District due to the potential loss of residential housing. She offered some ideas as an alternative
that included the revision of current regulations in the residential district regarding commercial
activity. 1t was also suggested that a residential requirement be incorporated into any expanded
commercial district area.
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Mr. Donaldson noted what he thought were the goals of the Commission: to not lose residential
housing in the village, if anything try to encourage it, and also to create one area for all if not most
of the commercial activity associated with the village. Mr. Sanford expressed his thoughts stating
that he felt the overall principal should be “quality of life” in the village which encompassed both
the "life” of residential living and the “energy” of commercial activity. He stressed that the village
was not solely a place to live and that it was unfortunate that there were fewer businesses than in
past years. He also said he was against allowing more commercial activity in the residential
district. Mr. Donaldson said he thought there was a way to somehow harmonize between the
need for residential space and enhancing commercial activity. Ms. Miserendino said that she felt
very strongly about any increased commercial activity that would take place during the evening
hours as it would bring increased traffic, noise and lights.

The Commission moved on to discuss the distribution of the RFP and made suggestions of
companies/individuals to send it to.

A discussion then took place about the possible creation of a third type of PRD — something along
the lines of a “wooded or uplands enclave” or “conservation subdivision”. Currently the regulation
has two PRD standards, a Cross Roads Hamlet and a Farmstead Cluster. The DRB has
expressed the need for a third type of clustered housing standard as applicants have come forth
with potential projects that do not fit in either existing category. Mr. Donaldson volunteered to
make an attempt a draft language for the description of a third PRD category.

In other business Mr. Sanford reported that the ancient Roads Committee was looking to
schedule a Public Hearing on March 26". He also noted that the committee has found that the
issue is more complicated than they originally expected.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 pm. The next meeting of the Planning commission is
scheduled for Monday March 24, 2008 at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Ruth V. Robbins
DRB/PC Assistant

Planning Commission
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