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USDA Forest Serwce Eastern Fteglon ‘Green Mountaln Natronal Forest
Rochester Ftanger District
“Town of Warren Washrngton County, Vermont

1. SUMMAHY
As Dlstrrct Hanger for the Rochester Ranger Dtstnct of th > Green Mountaln National Forest
(GMNF) | am approving the |mplementatron ot the, Sugarbush Valley House Lift Replacement
Project. The current lift will be. replaced with a new.four passenger. ttxed grip chairlift in the same
alignment. The pro;ect includes the removal of the exrstrng lift components including the
towers, terminals, and their concrete foundatlons, constructmg the new trft in the same
alignment and redesigning the unload area.  Individual trees along some portions of the edge of
the lift corridor will be removed to accommodate the wider gauge of the new lift. Also, a portron
of the Valley House Traverse Trail in the viclnity. of the new lift’s; top terminal will be
reconstructed. Blasting is expected to be necessary tor the tower foundatlons and top terminal,
and for widening a portion of the Valley House Traverse Trarl The protect is located on
National Forest System (NFS) lands in the Town of Warren, Washrngton County, VT on the
Rochester Ranger District of the GMNF (see attached map) :

IL. oEcrsrorr TO.BE IMPLEMENTED |

House trft rs the _,'I’dest lrft at the skr : : urlt m 1960 lt provrdes access 1o tntermedrate and
expert ski terraifi in the south eastern pomon of the ski area Whtle the more moc ern
lifts can travel at 1000 feet per minute, Valley Housé chair moves at 350 feet per minute W|th an
uphrII capacrty of 750 peopte per hour.. . . ...

The untoad area of the existing | .ated at a hrgh trattrc muttt tral_ | o
beginner, intermediate ‘and éxpert skier Use, resulting in unsafe conditions. Valley Ho'use
Traverse trail provides access to several tower mountain trails for all ability levels from the top of
Super Bravo chairlift. It narrows as it g _roaches the Val]ey House lift, and | passes ]ust below .
it's unload ared. The Valley House Traverse, Reverse Traverss, Steln’s Run, The Mall and
Snow Ball trails all intersect in the close- prommrty o the Valley House Lift unload area.

The Sugarbush Valley | House: Lift Replacement Project is. Iocated in Management Area 7.1,
Alpine Ski Areas, as identified in the 2006 Green Mountaln Natlonal Forest Land and Ftesource
Management Plan (Forest Plany.: LT TN R ST SRURTN. SR

B. Purpose and Need:

The purpose and need for the lift replacement and the Valley House Traverse trail
reconstruction is to provide for a better experience for those riding the lift by shertening the ride
time, and to improve the safety at the busy intersection of several frails and the unload area.



Currently the Valley House; Ilft is. open on weekends and durlng hollday perlods Due to its

better protected trom the wind. The new Irft wxll shorten the rrde time, operate more frequently'
and lessen the demand at_adjacent lifts. Trall reconfrguratlon near. the unload area will allow g
through-‘ ift L ‘ v

recreation opportumttes that complem =thoae prowded ‘Sff National Forest System lands (page
15). An objective of that goal is to. ma|nta|n and enhance high-quality opportunities for downhill
skung in partnersh|p with the, prlvate sector (page 15) .The desired future condition of Alpine. Skl
areas is that the management and operatrng practices will be armed at enhancing permitted
recreatlon actrvmes of the:area whrle. protectmg the natural resources and visual charactenstlcs

,|th' concrete foundahons The top (r n) termtnal unload area erI be -{ l

' Iocated about 50’ below the exrstmg unload area at 2850 feet in elévation. The return terminal

for the new lift will be larger than the existing terminal, so some tree clearlng is Ilkely, and . .

additional ground work will be required, lncludmg blastlng Trall reconfiguration in'the new =

unload area wrll_mclude the reconstruction of a portion of the Valley House Traverse Trall. This .
wid ing the trail. between: 10-20 feet for about'250 linear feet ]LlSt a 'ove the Ilft '

Valley House Traverse Trall.to:'p_ass around the unload area on thelr way to the Snow Ball and
lower mountain tralls ‘Those skiers on Valley Holise Travetse headed for Fteverse Traverse S
The Mall and Stéin's Ftun trails will access them before they get to the unload area ' '

The present, lift components including terminals, towers, sheave assemblies, operator buildings,
wire’ rope, and /er toundatlons will be removed by snow groomer or.other, equ1pment from -
- the site. Con'cr, tower foundations will be removed 1o at least below grade level; ‘and covered
with fill,” The lift removal will begm shortly after the end of the ski séason in Aprrl or early May."
Some’ trees will be removed along the Tift corndor (The Mall sk| trall) to’ accommodate the wrder
lift. “These trees will ba flush cut, no stump pulling, and left on S|te, pulled back trom tra|| edge
Tree removal for the Valley House Trail widening will occur before May 1 or after’ August 1.
Blasting is anticipated for the new return terminal, the tower foundations and the Valley House
Traverse ski trail widening. Clearing, blasting and grading for the new lift components and trail
reconstructlon will occur between late spring and October, The existing lift line/ski trail as well
ds existing work roads and woods: roads will be, used to access the lift corridor for old liff - -
removal and installation of the new lift.” There may be a heed for temporary roads. which' would
be returned to natural conditions following the project. Towers and large components for the
new lift will be flown in by helicopter. A small bridge near the bottom of the Mall trail will be
replaced by an appropnately-smed culvert

All earth dlsturbrng __IVItleS |'II be completed by NOVember 1 and WI|I be seeded and mulched
before the Winter: Additional seeding, if necessary will be completed the following spring.




actlons found at 36 CFFt 220. 6(d) or (e) ‘and there ére no extraordmary cwcumstances related
tothe deC|S|on that may resuit ina srgnrtrcant individual or cumulatlve environmental effect

A. Category of Exclusron

ot g.—, :

Based _n_ the envrronrr_tental analysrs lncluded in the prolect plannlng record and on experrence :

mentatlon rn an
_fect from the

1. Federallv' Llsted Threatened ‘o-r Endandered Species or Desrqnated Crrtrcal Habrtat Soecres
. Proposed for Federal Lrstrnq or Proposed Cntrcal Habrtat of Forest Servrce Sensrtrve

Specre

It was determined that there will be no impactno effect ori federally listed ‘animal or plant *
species or their critical habitats resulting from this. project (Burbank, Mrchael Wildlife,.. . ..
'Technrcran Wlldlrfe Blologrcal Evatuatlon Feb 14 2014 Deller Mary Beth Forest Botanrsté



Plant Brologrcal Evaluatron, Feb 10 2014) _There are no, federally Irsted threatened or .
:endangered plant or animal, specres on the G rbank Mrchael Wlldlrfe TechnICIan,
‘ [ | Forest Botanlst \

Forest Service Manual (FSM) 2670 drrectron requrres analysrs:of potentral effects to
sensrtrve specres those specres for whrch the Regronal Forester has rdentrfred populatron

not lead to 685 of vrabr]rty or tre dtoward federal Irstlng for any plant or anrmal on the HFSS
list, (Burbank, Michael, Wildlife Technician, Wildlife Biological Evaluation, Feb. 14, 2014;
Deller Mary Beth Forest Botanrst Plant Brologrcat Evaluatron Feb 10 2014)

watersheds This has been valrdated by map and. srte revrew As a result no effects
assocrated ‘with these resources are expected from thrs prorect (Ketcham Nance Frsherres
Brologrst Small Prorects Day,;:_:: 'ov _12 2013) e

To further ensure that effects associated with ﬂoodplarns wetlands, or municipal watersheds
are minimized, National Best Management Practices for sediment entrapment.and drainage
.are rncorporated into-this decision. A pro;ect specrfrc erosron control plan erI be submrtted
'revrewed and approved prror to prorect rmplementatron ;.‘j’ y

conréSEtoﬁalli}'b’ééiéha’fé&i’A'reérs;‘;‘é‘u’éh‘ as Wilderness, Wilderness Study Areas, or
National Recreation Area’

Wilderness:

Congressicnally desrgnated erderness is allocated to the' erderness Management Area
(MAY) in the Forest Plan (Forest Plan, pp. 49 to 53). The project is not within or directly
adjacent to any Wilderness MA. This prorect with effects limited to the immediate area of
activity, will have no effects associated with the. erderness resource (Marks Donna -
Recreation Planner, Small Projects Day, Nov. 12, 2013) '

erderness Studv Areas A
Theére are no Congressronally desrgnated erderness Study Areas on the GMNF

National Recreation Areas:




Wi and Scénic Rivers:” Y SR PR i
Although the GMNF does not contamiany Congressronally desrgnated Wl[d and Scemc_ =
i i, 5 ‘t L - o

corrtdors
.(Forest PI

outstandmgly remarkable valués |dent|f|ed for any ellglble Wild, 'Scenlc and Hecreatlonal
Rivers are expected from thls prolect (Marks Donna _ Ftecreatron PIanner__SmaIl Proj ects

'-"Ftule or 2006 Forest Plan'inventoried roadleSS areas) As ‘a result no. effects assoctated
with the inventoried roadless area resource are’ expected from the prolect {(Marks, Donna,
Recreatlon Planner, Small Projects Day, Nov 12, 2013)

:t—‘='ii:-'*:"f.‘ KRR

' Exlstmd and Candldate Research Natural Areas

or dlrectly adjacent to the project area’’ ThIS pro;ect wrth eftects limited to the immediate
area of activity, will have no effects associated with any existing or candidate Research
Natural Area resource (Burbank Dlane Forest Ecolog[st Small Prolects Da Nov 12
2013).+ R SRR s =

. American Indian and Alaska Native Religious or Cultural Sites™

. Archeoloqrcal Sltes or Hlstorlc Propert[es or Areas

There are no cultural or historic resources within the lnﬂuence of the project. As a result no
effects to these resources are expected (Lacy, Dawd Forest Arche' Ioglst Small F’r' 'ects
Day, Nov. 12, 2018)." ‘ - B



C. Mitigation Measures

Any trail edge cuttrng of trees and brush will not occur between May 1 and August 1 durrng
migratory bird nesting period.

A project specific erosion control plan using best management practices wrll be submrtted to the
Forest Servrce for revrew and acceptance prror to prorect |mplementat|on s

Wild chervrt 1s known to occur at Sugarbush on several ski trarls To:prevent rntroduchon of
additional NNIP, equrpment used 10 |mpIement the prOject should arrive clean at the site. To
prevent the spread of wild chervil from thig site elsewhere ‘the’ equment should also be
cleaned as well as possrble after |mplement|ng the prorect but before leaving the site. It would
be best 16 scheduilé the work so that equipment does not travel through the existing wrld chervil
plants while they are in fruit, and capable of easily havrng seed spread.

D. Other R_e_s'ou_rce_s '

In addition to resolrce conditions that could lead to extraordinary circumstances, | have also
considered the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to other resources such as soil, water,
fisheries, visuals, recreation, and vegetation. The project is not expected to result in any _
adverse effects associated with these resources, particularly because all applicable Forest Plan
standards and guidelines, and National Best Management Practices will be |mplemented
(commumcatlon with Specralrsts at Small PrOJects Day, Nov 12 2013)

V. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

This project was listed in the quarterly Green Mountain National Forest Schedule of Proposed
Actions (SOPA) beginning in January 2014 and will remarn in the SOPA until the project is
authorized for |mplementat|on o

Public involvement included:
* Scoping notice was mailed out on January 9, 2014, to local agencies/government,
potentially interested or affected individuals or organizations, Sugarbush Special Use
Permit Holder. Scoplng period ended February 10, 2014. - |
o Newspaper Iegal notice appeared in the Rutland Herald on January S, 2014

No external issues have been identified.
This pro;ect was also mternally reviewed by Forest Service staff at small prOJects day,

November 12, 2013. Resource concerns and mitigation measures discussed have been
included above in sections B. and C.

V. FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OR RELATED TO OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS

My decision'w'ill co'mply with all applicable laws and regulations. | have summarized some
pertinent faws and regulations in this section. :




National Envrronmental POlICV Act S IR
The National Environmental Polrcy Act (NEPA) requires public involvement and conS|derat|on of

environmental effects The entrrety of documentatlon for this deCIslon supports comphance wrth‘
this Act : _

Forest Consrstencv (Nattonal Forest Manaqement Act) e

The Natlonal Forest Management Act (NFMA) requires development 'of Iong' range Iand and
resource management plans .and.that all site- specrfrc prOJec_t actrvrtles to be consrstent wrth

views, and the acknowledgement of mcomplete or unavarlable information, screntrfrc uncertalnty,
and risk. As required by the NFMA Section 1604(i), | find this project to be consistent with the
Forest Plan including goals, objectives, deswed future cond|t|ons and Forest-wrde and
Management Area standards and gundelmes

Endanqered Spedies’ het : R RO
The Endangered Specres Act reqwres 1 eral act|V|t|es do not Jeopardrze the contmued
existence of any species federally llsted or proposed as’ threatened or endangered or result |n_
adverse modification to such species’ desrgnated critical habitat. In accordance with Section
7(c) of this Act, a report of the listed and proposed, threatened or endangered species that may
be present in the project area was reviewed. Sees Section lll,. Item B. 1 of thrs demsron irren e
document. C

Clean Water Act L L o ' o

The intent of the Clean Water Actis to restore and maintain the rntegnty of waters The Forest
Service complies with this Act through Forest Plan standards and guidelines, specnflc project
design criteria, and mitigation measures to ensure protection of soil and water resources. .

Wetlands JExecutrve Order 1 1990) ' ' '
Executive Order 11990 directs the agency to avord to the extent pOSS|ble the adverse |mpacts
associated with the destruction or maodification of wetlands ‘and to avoid support of new.
construction in wéttands wherever there is a practrcal alternatrve See Section 1l ltem’ B.2 of
this decision document.

Floodpla[ns {Executive Order 11988)

associated wrth the' occupancy and modrftcatron of floodplalns and to avoid support of

floodplain’ development wherever there is a practical alternatlve See Sectron IIl Item B 2 of thrs
decision document.

Wilderness Act =

The Wilderness Act establrshed a National Wllderness Preservation’ System to be composed of
federally owned land designated by Congress as "wilderness areas”. Thesge areas are. -
administéred for the Use and enjoyment of the American people in 'such manner as will Ieave o
them unimpaired for future use and enjoyment as wilderness.” The Act provrdes for the * o
protection of these areas, the preservation of their wilderness character, and for gathering and




dissemination of information regarding their use and enjoyment as wnlderness See Sectlon I,
Item B.3 'of this decision document.

National Trails System Act o o
The purpose of the National Trails System ‘Act includes the desrgnatron of the Appalachlan o
National Scenic Trail to help institute a national system of trails for the ever-increasing outdoor
recreation needs of an expanding population. It also promotes the preservation of, public. .
access to, travel within; and enjoyment and appreCIatron of outdoor : areas and hrstorlc resources

of the Natro See Seotlon III Item B. 3 of thls deolsmn document

Wild and Soenro Ftlvers Act S e o

The Wild and Scenic Ftlvers Act lnstrtutes a natronal wrld and scenlo rlvers system that includes
selected rivers which, with their immediate environments, ‘possess outstandingly remarkable o
scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar valuas. It '
provides for them to be preserved in a free-flowing condition, and that they and their immediate
environments will be’ protected for the benefit and enjoyment ot present and future generatrons

See Section lIl, ltem B.3 of this decision document. - :

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act addresses the discovery and
protection of Native Ametican human remains and objects that are excavated or discovered on
federal lands. The Act encourages avoidance of archaeological sites that contain burials or
portions of sites that contain graves through “in situ” preservation, but may encompass other
actions to preserve these remains and items. See Section 1lI, Item B.6 of this decision
document.

National Historic Preservation Act
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservatron Act reqUIres federal agencres to take lnto
account the effect of a project on any district, S|te burlding, structure or object that is lncluded
in, or eligible for inclusion in the National Register. It also requires federal agencies to afford the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable opportunity to comment. See Section
I, ltem B.7 of this decision document.

Archeological Resources Protection Act

The Archeological Resources Protection Act covers the discovery and protection of historic
properties (prehistoric and historic) that are excavated or discovered on federal lands. This Act
affords lawful protection of archaeologlcal resources and sites that are on publlo and Indlan
lands. See Section i, liem B.7 of thIS decrsron document.

Federal Noxious Weed Act and Executive Order 11312 (Non-native Invasive Specigs)

The Federal Noxious Weed Act requires cooperation with State, local, and other federal - -
agencies in the management and control of non-native invasive species (NNIS), “Executive -
Order (EO) 11312 requires all pertinent federal agencies (subject to budgetary appropriations)
to prevent the introduction of NNIS. This project's decision meets the intent of this law and EO
by incorporating all pertinent Forest Plan standards and guidelines, and mitigation measures to
ensure the management and contro! of NNIS.

Environmental Justice (Executive Order 12898)

Executive Order 12898 requires consideration of whether projects would disproportionately
impact minority or low-income populations, This decision complies with this order. Public
involvement has occurred (see Section 1V}, the results of which | have considered in the




demsron maklng process for this prolect “No adverse 1mpacts t ocalmorltyor Iowmcome
populations were |dent|f|ed ‘ S

Environmental Impact Staternent usmg categones found at 36 CFR. 220 6( ) be subject to pubilc
notice, comment, and opportunity for administrative appeal pursuant t0.36.CFR Part 215.. Only...

those i dlv_lduals or organizations, who submltted.comments durlng the formal' 'Oday notlce and

Vili. CONTACT PERSON

Further information about this decision can be obtained from Tom Paquette durlng normal offlce'
hours, (w' ekdays, 8: 00 am to 4 30 pm) at the Rochester Dlstrlct Offlce located at: 99 Hanger
Road Hochester Vermont phone (802) 767—4261 fax (802)' 767 4777 or emall ‘

{9 a uette@fsfedu - e e P _

1X. SIGNATURE AND DATE

District Ranger:: e T e e L e e
Rochesterand M|dd!ebury Dlstrlcts (et
Green Mountam Natlonal Forest :

Attashmen"c'(s“):- F"rojeotr'Area Map.‘-.%‘-' & .






