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·.:ltlj~'·~pc(im~r{(!~~:~nlj~:.m~~~.:tiY~(I,~~J~i;''H;:'¥lI'~~:'pdht.
Contact Tom Paquette at (802l767~'4261~ext.;521~

or email attpaguette@fs.fed.us·. ~"':\"i ","

. 'i \ :..:.1.": <,': " ".~ .. ,,' :. C_:~_::.-/~; :{.\:;;i{>"-:"~·"'.:"~~··i-'.:-;.~:--:-'-·,_-,::,-\:;~:
The L!.S. Department of 'Agri,culture(US[)A) prohibits discriminatiorriri all its "

,;,W99(WQ,s: ;3,T1cJf!..c\iyit!Y:~;~m1~~,~q~is~f>tr~p.~,;~9.lqr,!:rqtiqn~l:qrj~in!.g~ng!3r,rE~ligtqn}",
'?:ge','dis,ability, j:j9Iitic~1:q~li.ef$,:~ex'ualOriehta~ioii;'t(:>(mf,irit~I,p'(f~mily $,talu~.(Not :",~',
~IJ,'proh,iplted,b-ase.sapply'~b'ai(p'iograri)'s;)\pecrs6h:s',With'(lis~bnltie~'WtJ.9,'!'eqWi're .,".'.:
"~jt~tn~ti\jeme:~'nsfor'2dWmwnication ofp'r~g"r~Wi·,n(<>rmcl1i·or(·(l3r~iUe,Jarge.priht,"i':' ':,
, ~(y\di8~~'p~:,(,~t9.);shoGjd.,S9,Qtact"WiSqA'~iT~R9!=I:q~rter,at (?b2)<:7gP::~6q6,(voiq~.:ah'dTDO): ", ".,' " , ' . :'," "',' ,.,,,'',' ' ,".',., , "
:·:.:,...;:f.i~.~t.·.\~::.\·.:7:'_;~ '. :..~..... i,

. .... ,' .. , , , ~~-~::'. -:. ::.':.;: ,,:.j','ln\-:":. :.':.-~( _;_:_-.'~~·:··';;~I'"'"

To file a complaint.of discrimination, write WSDA, Director;'Off.ice of Civil Rights,.:"
Roqrn,,32q:-W"V\I0itte,ri;B.\.ljJqing,.~4t~, (lfld ,1lldep.~nq~nGE3,AV~I1!J,~,$W,>.

. 1 ,I,' • ". ",_-..,., _._.,--_"'- _" > ',. 1(.' .', " ,,_' '_-'_-'- - ", ....... t, I (" I~" ': -", _.... ',' :: (.'(1") q, ' , .. ' _'-', , :_.':.

VV,a~l:iirigtql1,:DG2P'25,O~~4.1() gr·l;aU. (292)72P759()4 (volpe',anq,TOD)." ',., ,.
", :'~.:\"':~,'::,',."'," '-';~'i" .: , -:.'- ..': _,'.'0' , ,0:, ": ,: v. r.":; .... '''' '.'; t,-;"'.:..:,,'-.-,;,:~__~:~;-.~:~::':~~~"~"':';'::""'~""":~:;":'.!,_.,_-_. :_ =: ;.,', , : :!,~\.,-;."';':, 'j.": I~; . .-,.... :1 ~_,. , ',' i ,~:-;

-. -: :'c, ~ >~";"\, '.. .:,,~'.'.::,';.;,';.::_" ', .-~>,.} ~" f.\ ,_''. ,::.;<.,;:;: '::.-".' ':',\.-;,:~:~ _'~->i, _._;.':"'! ,_'~:. ~'}'-/\::' ;'.~,,;.,'~;I,<:' ~~-<,:)i.;\<7 : _",'
"USDA i~ an eqUal'opportunifyprovider al\d f;)mploY~r.
:".,~".,~.;,;,~,;,~'~.'~'\\":.::'':";.".~_-,:_;,_,:,-..,<!_;;;:",.:.~::~,~,~:,;,.":,~;:'::.,' -':"'L, :.:,·I':·,\/::::~:l,,(:,(~:,:::.'!,:,,'-".
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The purpose and need for the lift replacement and the Valley House Traverse trail
reconstruction is to provide for a better experience for those riding the lift by shortening the ride
time, and to improve the safety at the busy intersection of several trails and the unload area.

II. DECISION TO.BE IMPLEMENTED'

A. B'ackgrou.,c(ari~ Pr9jec:t Al"efl,' .. , ,j

: . ,,"'./:",::, .."':;','."'::',,":;:'-,:',:\,.,» ;", .'. ,'.', " \.",'.:,I.:, "';;11:"':':"
The 'p,roje¢t is ,Iqcate.d:s,l.$t.igarb;ush .~i!1cqln .p,eakSkiAr~a or;'t~e ~9c:~ester.Rang~r: Qi~trict in

:~~IJ~~t.~~;~~~t6~~tJ:W~~}~1~T~~yht;))~i:~¥IiY'~j~~R.~~~~#~.~~W~r,b~,~~~·~~~~~~,\W~ '.
House IIft.ls the' oldest hftatthe ski area,-:.bUlltmJ960 .: ·ltprovldesaccess'to Intermediate and.
expert ski:'terrdiHrh:Wi~··~outh-~;astg~r{po~t'ibri:~b~:th~',s~i:~reW:'w,hjl~"tHe'rno'r~1mq?~rWh!'gBspeed
lifts can travel at 1000 feet perminute, Valley House chair moves at 350 feet perminute 'with an
uphiIlGapCi9ity,;of7?~.g~(m!~,perr8W·,·\ '.\. . ., . ;, \ ;;d;'·.:~'::"i',(;.r.· . .

: ," """" ",:":",.'.::.;:,,,y ,','.;::;',;",'.',;',' v :,," '" .",»,. ',' «:»: ';:,iii>;" !·':/',,·.l'; '''',/',
The. unloa? area of.t~~.·(3xist!~g:Flt..!~,"'8Rm~9~t.•~.hjgh:,~raf~ipm'u't!~tr?I.I,.INersec~'R~;~i,~,~./:."
beginner, tntermedlateano expert skier use, resulting In unsafe conditlons, Valley House
Traverse trail pro,vi?es·access to se";(3\r,~l(!mY:~~WOuQt~intra,i'~f;8rR.H~b\Hty;!~v,~lsjtr9.~~metop of
Super Bravo chalrlift. It narrows as Ifapproacres the Valley House Iltt, and passes [ustbelow .
it's unload area. The Vailey House Tr'averse', ReverseTraverse, Stein's Run', The Malfand'
Snow Ball trails all intersect in the close' proximity to the Valley House Lift unload area.

The,.9~9arpu~11Xa!l!3y ,~()u~e,bi!Lfl,~RI.~q~rll~r1t~rojE:}GtJ~J09~W,d...in)v1Clna9~I1),e,rtl\rea. 7:.1,.;.;.
Alpine' Ski Areas'; 'as identified in the 2000 G'reeh'MoiJriiairi National FOresfLahd "and Resource
Mana9r~~.~t .~I~ry;~For~~r~!,ari)~E:/:;·:'··t:C~~.{\'0\:' (:,'
B. Pu rpose and Ne:~~.~,:r:{g~':ldl;;~ii;::.~!~r-r;~;~~~:'i;!t::~}~,~!(}J2.~·

. '. :'>,~,;',l ·..~I~~";,·::.~r':~:.':", ,;.:.>~\I, r: -'.}':' f_'rl ~I', ~ .. ~~i.' :.:.,',( . .

As District Ranger for the Rocr~§t.~r,.~~119~r I:;>imriptof J9,13 Gry~n Mo~ntCli.qNational Forest .
(GMNF), I am approving the :irTlp'~rriemm!on:R-~,.thf:?"SlJga,~.bL!~h:\(alley Hpu~e Lift Replacement
Project. The current lift will be r,epla,geqwith a peW,fpur paesenqertlxeo grip chairIift in the same
allqrirnent. The project includes'th~ 'rem:9v~l,of the e)(is,tjr1g;lift\.G9!JlP.6.ne.nt~,including the

'. . . . '. '''', ~ . t, .' ..' . ".' . , ,......c, .~ L." .,., ••••• ;". \.. '.' •

towers, terminals, and their concrete foundations; Cpt;lstructing thenew Ii(t j,n the same
'.C\ligrmwot Jl.l}q r.e.de~igning tt19,~cik)?d.~re_~,.~fndiYi~uaUrees al.cOg_SOIne_portjpn~s.of the edqeof
the lift corridor will be removed to accommodate the wider gauge of the new lift. Also, a portion
of the. Valley House Trav~r~~,Iral,1ii:!JHe;v!ci?~~Y:q~,t~etn~w:)i.f~:§itpP.t~r.!l1\nat~iII.be .'.
reconstructed. Blasting is expected tb.be,n~cessaryJoOheJowerifoj.Jn!dations. and top terminal,
and for widening a pc>i1iqnof the.Va!I~Y ,HO:u~ftt:rayer$efr;:li('Jh'e,'prqject is located on
National Forest System (NFS) lands inOthsJpw'n 6(VVa,rrep.,VY,~'sh'ingtonCounty, VT on the'
Rochester Ranger District of the GMNFJs!?~'auacbed map)",.·' . , .

. .' ,.••• .' ', ••.•• : '" ';" l, •

I.SUMMARY

,.';:-.".,"~'HL\ ."~",~:"d .~.;'.7 ~'J:.': ':',:: .' ~)' '.:U<;.,;·~~.~-.-) : ':.":.; ~;:·'i....i \.

f L \ .~\ •• ~rt·..>:)'~};~.~:.~n,!·;'·r.qi:-t.~··<·:;.q.~·:\·\~.::·,:q·~~:~:-·~~~·;r/:·Jr'~c~':~;~;:.:"..
SU' '~rbush\l~ll~l)!ll~;(;~~-~~~ffj=i~"'t1i2~/OiJh{pL;;'1~ct..' .
•g .: ,<":,. F:;r~r~r~\nr~~,~~£':xj;~·.;;:f!j;,·. ,:,

USDA Forest Service,: East~rii:R.egi()h,: Green' Mountain National Forest
Bochestef Rang'erDislrict. . . .

.ToWn 9fVY,arren:,.Wa~hington County, vermont :";'.'



Currently, theV~II,ey.ttQus~ Iift,is~QP~n;oJ1.w~ekenQsand durillg ,holi,d~yperiods. Due tp its. .. ,

~w2~~~~i~~~!~cr~i:b~?~lel~J~~':i\~~~;'~1t.mfi:r;~;t~~~~k~~i]~Wi*~;~;~)~~~!:~jli~{'",
b~~tecpro~~c.t(3q.jrql1l the, ~In~. T~~ ~Elr')lft :~.I.11·~~()~~n.tti? fI,g,e,.tl!TIe;operate mp~ef~equently
and lessen the demand at adJacent lifts. -Trall reconflguratlonnearthe unload .area Will allow

th\~~~~7;~~~~;!",':'~Wfj~)\R~~¥~*~'~r!:~R';~§r:§~m,U'~\~!~~\!~',:,\' ,'."\',,~~E;:,','[;:'!;;~'"
The OMNF~Forest Plan 'states in GQa.IJ?: :,P,rbyide,'a i:liY~rse r~nge 'pf high~q~,aljty,·~u$ta.ii)ab'e ...,

. " _. " ..' , ... '.' , '. .' ':. .: . ; '.' . '_.' .. ~~. I" /':';" t ito·'- " 1\ ~ 1'.).'- _.:." :' c .... ,." .' ;' ... ,' ,:"'. , • ; "_.' '. < : _, ",::.: .'.' .'.- , ' " •. ' I.c: '. '. \. \ '.:, ,.-.,"'-: ....: ,','. ;;'.-~':,';.,:
recreation opportunities that cornplehis)1l ttio.$~"J:)rc>videdoff Natib'n'alFo'rest'System lands' (page
15). An objective of that goal is to' rri~fritain and enhance ~igh-quality opportunities tor downhill
skii~g jn partnership ..~i,th,m~.pnX~;~~~~p~t8rJR~~r,:1~),:;.TH~.d.~f)Jt~9.fqt~~~,99~.~i~i:?h,:q~~JpJ9(3;~k,i
areas IS that the management<:lnd 9Pt3ratl'lg pra,c~r?esWill beaimed at enhanCing permlttet! .
recreation' activities .ofthe area'wh'ile p'rt)'tecting.the 'natural. resources and visual characteristics
~pa~~:.$~)t·,t~~,·/~pl~?~'~~.nt §f-.~h.~'.y~I~~X:,·~?y§'~',liff~Ha,t~~'rec·pHfltlYr~ti§h~9fJf?;f'~::?fm~.b,p~Y'i
lntersectton'near the,chalrlitt's unload an~a,meets the desired future, condition' of.the Forest ., , .PI~n:'':(.;/::/:.~'.::.y::,:;J~-:» ! ',;:,~,:y,,-:-,-~~.':,: '.~:;....,.: . ". :"',,;,;:, :'.~'::'-'::J~':,v,~I '.- •."1.', .:.. :" .. :.:'_' ,~!.. '.f : ' :. __ .; '.. ,', ."-;' ' •• '. ':, .,' '\ -":'~ .:: \'. -':> ". ::' ....•. <" !;".' ..' _..< : ~: ; ;.: :.~'.:" .' -: ~.-~, ..': ,': .... '.

...... .. ~... .: .. , _ ~~._... _. __ . __ .~_: .. ;' -·;;:'}·~\,_'.!>r· :;, .... '.. :.';. -. ,.: : ',':: :.;;.-:" .. ,. ,~~~'.:~. s

c. Description of Decision
., -,:....,.::~:«{.:;:~.':. ,'.,,.;..r-,'. .,', " .': " ,.,' .. ',.' ';..c;';-,;. .:;,,; ., .. :'.:.\,.,~ :" .. :.: ,.,;.; ',.• ' <'" .:<. . , '" ". ,:.:;, -; ..; ,; ,"" ..,:l." ;'j ".:;.:: .. ;'. ) »» ', :. .. .

My'decisio'n islo allow SUgarbush He'sort to'rep.laCe·the exisHl1gValleYH6use~a6uble' chaitlift .
with"~";H~wJixed~gt'ipqu~~.ch~irjifi.'i~:)h~;:$~Qi~·:··~!igI1mehtwithi,\Jhe Mal,"s.ki.t~all·.cohi~·9r:'~l"nf,:
new lift.b6t(b'rd_Xdrive)t~rmihal>Nnj'h~:ib¢'a:t,e9',atth~~~me'l(lc~tiph'.as the·~Grrennerriijnal, ..Qrf:~·"
1':\.I'ljt) .• ~..\.,!. \.,.' '~"'~ '_-.:••.'•.:•.••,:,;.\_,' r-» __:-.- ~\ v.. ,.,•.!.,.' ,,~~::.:,•.'.I.. ,,!;.,(, _.~ ; '." ,'::'_.- ,-'. ',,-.: :.,:._,'~,\' ',:,',:,:;·:,l:<"<,.,.j;:' ".1":·· !,;.(1,.,,,,· ':":''-''.'

privat~.'Jands jus,tbeloV'lthe N;:ltibnal ..For,esr,boLincl~ry'at17.QOfl3~t in elevatiOn~•.~.Thl3n¢w,lift,.win,hav~.;'1ih'ew tOwers'-\vith concrete f06i\datiOri$.<Ttle top',(refurri)Jerrninal unload ~rea 'wili be ..' .
• " , • ".:,',~~;:'_.'I' ):: ,~.',',:',·,e. ,', ',-.:_.', . ."'-'_':' ._,::'_'~'_~ '. :,C,'·,~· ',' ~\ ':' ',:,',' :'j' " '~, '.,"~~\ ',; ,.~ .',; ,,"',', : .. ; _"_':::-_'..:"_ ',' ~'-._.~:'_',"',.-:'~"'!.~:,',.,._ ';. ~"":\,,.,." :' ".,I.~.• ",.',;. \', ,.; < ': '

loc?tea about 50' below thE}'Ei'xisting.unload 'area a12850 fest in elevation: The 'return terminal
for t,h,eneW·lift will be .Iar~er than th~ exi~ting,}~rmin,a..:I,~o so~~ tmE!s!~~nr.~)~ ~,.~;~,IX'.;.~n9 '.
additional ground work Will be reqUlr(3d, Including blastlng~ Tr~11recoilflguratlon In the new
unload area Win include thereconstruCtion of a ,po~iOI1of the VaHey Housl3 Trayerse Trail.. Jhis ..
will include Widening "the trail' between'jb~26.!feet for about :250Jineaf fe~fjushibbve the lift. ' .'....

'~";.,.'~'~., .•.~·/;..;:-:.._,I'-':.~~"~" ·:·-'.:.;.;";.· ..:.\..·~~,,·.:,.·\·.·'t"·.·.·" ...,.~~ ..I;'..,.'=- ....~':~,; ....;:.;., ...;.~.,.~-..-.:!..~,:.,".'.,'-·'·';:·":·:";·'~·'~:""':·I'-·~(:(""·~;"·\;':l':'~.;",~,;,'l ;~.-

unload aJea'at an eleVation arouhd 2£100J~et~ ;Thls,'tfpuld ~lIow sklerswho',qre $kllng on the,
Val!.~:Y~~,R~:§~Jr~x~r~·¥Xr~'ilj?.P:f~;~:Ato,.~.~SfJ~e.~N~~d;~'r~?,~9.nJ~~ir.vJ,~~,td::'t~·e.:,§hp~'~~I\,~~d, .
lower·:mollntqln. trqll~;:Thosl3 skiers o,n,Valley House Tmvers~,hel3.d~d,.for,R_eyerseTraverse,
The M~Hand 'St'e"ln'g'FfLin tralis wlli at6'es~"th~nrhgfors'thf3Yg~,~}"?th.~',lW9;~,~,area.~:~;'·""~.;' ' .•..,."
Th~ p~e~ent .lift.90r,nponents including ter,mil1<:lls,..tQINers,sh~aveass~rnbl.ies"OPElrq~q.r.tllIildirms,
wirErr6pe; .9Q<:iJ9w~rfQ'u;'datioh~'iNulb~rerlYQv,edby'snow 'grcjome( br.'other ;~qUipm,eHtfrom. '
the site~'~'Gori&~t~to.w~{fOUnal3.ti()ns \,yjll't)¢'rerj,oyed. to at·le.a,stllelow grade)~Y~I;,9n8 .covered
with filL ',:The:liftH~movarwmbegin $I:i&tly'an~nhe''end of th'e'ski s~eas'onin;A;pr,iIOr'ea'fly May."
Some' iie,~'s\:Viilbe:rerl!oved'alon'g the'lift ?otridor (The-Mall ski trail) t6 'ac90ITlrD'pd?l,e'the wider
lift.' 'These trees will be flush cut,' no'sturtip 'pullin'g, 81)d left on sit~'"p'ulled .pack,from'tra" edge.
Tree removal for the Valley House Trail wioening will occur before' May f otafter 'ALlgusti.'
Blasting is anticipated for the new return terminal, the tower foundations and the Valley House
Traverse ski trail widening. Clearing, blasting and grading for the new lift components and trail
reQonsjrpc!i9n w!n,Q~c:(,lr,b€}twe,~I1I~tespripg .~n,d9ctobef\ .The e~isting Ii,t line!~ki, t~ail as,w,ell

:~j~~1~~@rh~t~11~~~«-rJitg~~ttrt'~~~~v2~~t~~i~,~~~ts'f~~hit'm~g~~Wf~~~~t&d!~~,~S~Uld
be returned to natural conditions following the project. Towers and large components'fofthe
new lift will be flown in by helicopter: A small bridge near the bottom'ofthe Mall trail will be
replace.d ~y gn,appn?prip.tely-siie,d culye,rt.. . .

.~lt.\,· ..< !'" i:i~ :.'-';~.~_~,.,',~,,~':,;«',:~'"i~:""·,<.:";.·,::<,·_':7.~:~.>~.":::· .~.".' :-;;:" .-:~.-- ~.' ':-,: ,.-.~~: ~;'.~" ., ;: " . ",',1 I,
,:.;(.'.<., ..-:.~..,.. ::,::,,:~.!.:_:':;.)~\.,,: ,',~~-,,:,.:::',>.-,_,:::!,.;:--.::~\.;:."'~"':"'f\'~',·. :,~ ,=".< .. ;".'.'''' .•.. , .• '. ",\ .. ,I,_,_.'-::.--<,. ;:C"<'~'~"_'" :_. --, .:.- ....,.:.: ',-

All ,e,~rm',qisturi:>ing~c~i\fiti~~Vili!l.,l?,e~9,rrp,eted ,9Y N~vY'r'ni:>er1,,'~n,cJWil!b~ s.~fjqyd an~ mulched
before'the'winter~"Additiorial see'ding','if nebessarY will'be completea the fbllbwhlg spring.' '



. '. ~.,:,_. il" ~:.:.:,.'';~':'" ·"'.(."·'~';-'~_"'"':'_""~~"~·'i·'_"".-.,"':~ :....~.,,\: ..: ;".

It was determined that there 'will be no' irnpacViio effecF6ri' fed~r~Hy\'listeCi"afiirnal of piarif .;..'
.spe.ciesor, theircritical h~t?ji~ts resL1lting,from.lbis project {B.~rbaOk;Micbaei, WiJ~Ufe,J >,.. "

'..;.r~c~~i9i~rl: Wjl~lif~' ~.i,9i8~!9'~1;~xaI4aff9r;·,~~9.;:']A.':20.11;, ;g'~if(~r"'.:~:~W·~~th::FRf~~i.:¢~~~'hiM.;

B~~~~'RP,tJ:W~1~(l~~wnT.~rH~I·ima,IY~i~;m9ty~~5tjnj_1h~-,pr?j~9,~)JIClPP!~~,r,~qo·~9,.~ncl9n~i~g~f!~(1Cr·:
wltltslllJll.~r.p.ctIYltl~s")n ,lile, !3M,NF.;...1 :ha~13<;()n9,lud.~gt,h?tJhls,d~C,lsI9n.can.b~~appr9P~I$.tely;:;;:..cat~gqrrS~ny':~,*p(q~~~}r_§tt(t~!~h~r:,~r@y§is'J~cf~q'gyn,;:Kht4tf()[i'I_~~p,:~f\.9t~'Ef§~,'rh~x~}X;\·:>~,';'.
deted;,iQ~t:tit,h~t.th&:'~'~.I¢~te:(t~Rl!8'~'.j~'.,8: 'roLJ,irJ.e,,::~:c,tJX'tYWjthirl_~l1ftJ9JlqWiii9,~,Cl~$99ryJjf;,~~S!~s,i,d:rl
found 'at '36 CFR 220.6(e)(2):~"Additional construction, or reconstruCtion of existing' telephone' or .
uti{ity:!ine~ '!if ,8,'4esfgna~ed¢o(~i~pr;,aDd,?20. 6' (~)(t):, ':trailpq,?srru~ti9,~,a,~~/f/constru¢ri<jr".," ",

v:» ':·:::';':·'·~)i'~:·":'"''·'·:'::;i·:/'':~:''~:;'"'''''.;;.... '-"':';\'!";:(':';:;'<';,\ ' . ".,,' " .'"
B. RelflJI.or!~~'P.to:r;~~ra,(m;flra~y9IrcYm~~an~.~sJ {.
... ". \~:,:?:\::'::.:\:..;;~;)", ~."::Y.!i~.;';:'::':{~:'~~?;.~::.>....;: ::;"~.. ,",',:/y :!::::';\: ':~" .~.. ,<' • • );': :. i :c;:; '" '-;"'.' , , .'
Resmirc'e conditiohs that should :.beconsidered in 'detefmhiing whethe.r extraordinarY, ::. .'~.: .. .
circum~t~Hc;~~('t~i~fed't6"th~' pFopbsed'actjon;"w~ffanffJrtt:ieranalysi~ ;~'hd;doCLNl{~ntaiibh'in'a'ri"
EA or EiS~n1~yh~'f9dridC\f3'6'CFR220:6(b)(1·).':The"degree.of'i:tny'p·Qtentiarett'sc;:tHciM, the •." "
proP9~~:~.'r:~9fi9r.~~~p,ciate9"Wjt,6)~;~s~'.r.~so'u~9~::'¢qr)#hfqhs'.get~·r~'n~~,:~heth~re~~ra9i:~,i,~arY·.·:....
condltlons exist. The mere presepc~ of one or more pf these resource conditions does not
preclude use 'of a: c'ategorical ~xdu'slon. '" r "d '. • .,', ." '. ' ,

. " . .
.\.:--~,:.-~.\.~L'~~'?,~.'1:':.1.~'J'.';~,.:'~i' .: :--~-:; .:~_'.-~...~( -.; .:'::~-: 't~:~r, / '.: ::::.';: _:~-~ ::' -..':': ,;.:,:~.~.' ·.;••i.:.: i'-,".i::-;:;.;.:_-:.;.;-."<?;::~..f·':.1'. '.':'.;i·: :.'~:,(;:;_._"-,-:.\~:;i"-:", --;\ t·;;':··<;..} '.~,:: >: ~

I haVe' c,6~ri$.idere9'.ttie.pdte.n'ti~1e~f~cts'Jr6mfhe, projec;:t,a'-$so,qiated;With.th,ere~otirc~ 'c(jngit!orl$
li~.t~~i,;¥t.'~$';S~~',~2.8;?,(b,,}O)~d~n~.F8ncJu8~-~~:~f1H~te,,:~r~,r·~'.~}stj~:?~~JP,~fY~.cff6:utr#t'ah~~s':\~i~•..'
relate.d..tp,J~.~.pe.QJ~I.onJhp.,WC\y ,r~SLJ!tIn a,?lgnlfl~?qt"lndl.'{.ldua!,()r,9u'Tlulqtl'~ee~f~ctQnJhe:.
quaijty' ?lJh:~i,h~~:~,h.~nyjrpIjM·~~t:J~~.go~ciu~i9Q•.W ,~~'s,ed9nJ9!ijrtn~ti,on_prese.rit~d}pmis.... . .
dO~L1~e.pt~Q?.we e.PtlrietY,9r,t?~;prpJe9.t,pla~.n.wg;~!~!c9~i9:,.f\~Yrnrn~fYi9.t.me proJect~sp.9.tentlal.
effects on each resource conditIon IS as follows: : ':' . ." ..... ..' . , .' . , .L::'~~\):l;':-,,>:');':;:;""::"':~:"( .:.\'!::";~':"::':~'Y'·,;,.-, :;_,:' ·.·",-, ...~"'.:·::r~n·,':~:,(:',!.·.:c.':··'· '.-'..:<~.J.;':':',' ," :,'" ', .. :; :,.'::·1:.:~::-:

.\~:;~.~~(::..,' .~.:" ·:"""';;T." ..' ..';!'~·.l,. ":',
·,~-'~,ht"~·f.<·.)~. .' /~'i\::n~:';::-:i"" ~:.;\.:

'.:,",'A. Category.of Exclusion .

~1{il~~~~~~~~~~~ll!~~~{l~~~tll~~~fl~~~i!~II~~~~~!~~ltff~:~E'
My de¢isibrl'i(jCludes implerTi~i}t~li9!i 'of :,rriitigl:ttj()'Jj.;r:ne'Iil~~'rfis:~~q.m()rii~oririg requi~em,$6ts;;''./ ;:..

•... ': .. , , .".' .. ,.', •...••. :: .. _ , " .. ~" .. ' '>I'., •. " .. :.~,.,r ·_,··,·,·J:.· •• ,i\,·\'~·,\,{~··;' ,•... _.. :; .. ,.•..;'.,.<f. ..,.'" ,~. ,'·.'1.

identified in section.·III.C.This'oe'¢isidri.is' based'Up6han;ehvir6ntnerital'ah~dysis condUcted by'"

~~1(~~!~~IT}~~~~t1~'~\~~1~f~r.:r~~1~~~i~~~~r,t:l~(~~II~~!(~'f'~)Mt~;{\~!~:;1;;i:'
'III~"'REASONS'FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDINGTHE.OECISJON,·.'.' ....

·,.c, ",;·X2;·:S:::}':~\\:.:<::t :;,'.< ;".:'.,'! ;i::..:r;:;~.(r):" ::', ;;':':'~,': ::..';:;;:":~S/j;:_:.:'~"::r;:-;·,:,;<;,:(:\):2::;~:":~;',,";':\:';'". i,< '........•.•.• 0:::.;\.::. ....
DeCisi6rls';ma' be cafe 'oriC'all"''e'x'61uded'from'o6CUmehtati'0!l'in ~f(ehvfr6rimental asse'ss'menf' .

, _~-~':~ -:-:: ;,:,t.,.·· .11":' .Y'..: '.'t: ._-:" -" --:'--g.- .._:: ;-, :' .~.:~¥~';;1" ~,:: :: ~_\:_:. ~~.\. ';..- --; ~.; '. -": l~'..:.. ':- i -.:.~~;...; ":.,_'i~";~~,_.•'" .< ~ ·<: ,:~::,c,,";'. =-t i;-.';·' ~..;I -: i<'.·,'-__-, :: ",~.: , t:··:.;.,'.;.-.',i.·.' ,..:'
(EA})j{;ehvirphrh~htal irt1paCt:sti;iV~ri\~ot'(~.lS).w!i~ijtl1~Y'cm~~,.witllin-,oriEi'ofthe.caWgod~s.'QF'::'· .actions'(bun'd~f~6;'¢FR .220':€f(d)'6'r' (e) /arkf there;;ilr~ k6:exfra:o-rdinarY'CifcumM~iice~~:'r~iated
to thedecision that may result inasiqniflcantfndividual or cumulative environmental effect.·" ... -- ._- -- .. _ .. ",'" .' ...__ . _... .. '" .. .. -",. .. _'.' ..... - .. ' ,-- .' .... '.' ..... ...... _ ...... -

'. , ....
.. ,~ .



National Recreation Areas:

WilderneSs: "."" ....'.. ',. "'':-: ,'.' .... ';'-""'__",' " . ,.
Congressionally designated Wilderness is allocated to 'theWilderness ManagementArea
(MA) ln the Forest Plan (Forest Plan, pp. 49 to 53). The project is not withil10r directly
adjacent to any Wilderness MA. This project, with effects limited to the imrrH3diateareaof
activity, will have no effects associated ~ith. the 'Nilderl)essre,squrce (M,arks, Donna,
Recreation Planner, Small Projects Day, Nov, 12,'2013): .. . ,...

Vviiderness StUd~'Ar~a~:_.:'.< .' _.. ., .' ., '. . .,., -. • '.......•...• " , ...' ..,.. ". .

The're'are no Congressionally designatedWildern'es's'study)\rEias on thE)GrylNF.

3. Coriqressiohalh,lbesignated Areas', such asWilderness, Wild~rriess'Study Areas. 'Dr"
National Recreation Area

To further ensure that effects associated with floodplains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds
are minimized, National Best Management,Practicesforsedil11ententrapmentand.<:irainage
are,incorporatedjnto thi9,deciBi()n.., '.A prqject s'pec'ific'eros,io,n.coritrol'plan'will ,be ,submitted,
revi$yVedcmd,-apprqv'Eldprjoytc)project!rnP1el11entation,,-,' . " '. . .

- ". .. . ~ , , > j

The project is not locatedwithin or dir8ctlyadjacent to any floodplain•wetlands, or .municipal
watersheds, This has,been validated ,by map.andsite~~review,As-a' result, no 'eff.ects..: ..
a~'~opl~ledw'ithXhes'e,rElSP!Jfcesare'expec!edJrom this 'prqjEl,9t:(Ketcharn,'Nance', FiSheries
l?icil9gist,SmaIIJ~rbjecfspaY,'Npy.)2, 20,1$). . ., . . .. . .
. ., ': : .. '. . .. ;' .' .....' ,~...- , -.-~. :..; '. . ... ..-:.: . ': . - ;', ,',,': .. , ~.:.. '';,,' ..' ',. ". -. ;,..,'" .. ' .' , ..'.... ,' .. .' ~..

; :/:

",TnW-P'r9je9tiie'~(b~ldW~··Hi(r.Vnui1)..~.I~Y~~i~npreferE3nC~$i9r;f?Ic~n~1Iist,hrUs.h~·...,Rec,e'nf-h'idh-
"~lyy~~ioi'-su_ryeYs;tor_E3i9~i,1;eH':3th,rqsh,atthe.Sllgarbuslrre~.o!1f()~ndtl1~,e~i$ting.h,a~i~atwas
l?q~irig,tr(3thick P(>n~iny<?us:spr4¢e/fir.componehtpreferred;IJY Bic~r)ell'~thrLJ~,t1'esfound.at
()th.~r~i(e~.ih\l(3rm()tlt.'F()rthes~r~q~qris;:the $ugarpu$hv~n~y House rrail ~iff .•; .','.
...BeR!ac~,rnenfWiJ.Lh9.v~!'N(),)mpl:tmqn .any'Rf$9,aninial.;$p~~i:e$.or.the.irprefe'rred habitats.
'..(BurPBn,k,Micl1ael,;Wilqlif~ J.~chQic,i!ln;yvjld,iif~BioI9~:ii,cal~y~lu~tiohr'Fep. 14, 20,1.4)" ...

:.' .. ";' . ~.:"....; .. .'.-..".,_. ',l":.',-,':-- '.. ", ,....",-.'. " :'.~j" .'.-:1.'··.·_ -'..-:·7:·~i:·:·! .. "', '; , .. ~-.::'.'.~, .... ,.,'-., :,' :.' , .',.,_., ... '.... '.,;...: .. ,.",~;.:.-.,,,, ',.' ',". . ' .. : ... ," .. '.'.'

P!q[!t,.§iQI.qgiqal,FyalLJatiQI),f~:q·.'10,,_291,4 J. 'There e.r.e !l9.t§d~JaIlyllsted threqt~(l~dor
~nq?bg~r~9.•pl~Dt·•.cS(qnim~I...sp~cj~~-9n.th~'GMNF:(B,~rbp:nk,··Mich~el".WildHfe.Jephriiclan,
WiJc!life $ioI9gicaLEyaf~;:J.ti,oD, Fep. '14; ?Ql~';b~ner;'MaiyJ3eto, ForestBQtari.i$'t, Pli:lrlf< '
'.~iBI()~},C'9-~~',g\J~I~~tiq,I);,'Feh.,T9~',¢9,1~;I.,/,:.' :,.,,',': .: ::," ',":;.:'-"• ':' ;, ;.'.,';." ,.••.., " ,

_.'~:,.<'i--j,}:\.\.... "',' """':'<:;.:/:/' .. '~':..'_';,'.' \~',;....._....,

Forest Service ·Manual.(FSM) 2670 direction;f~8~ires an~U;ysi§bt8oterhial. eii~"bhCt8'
sensitive species, those.species for which the Regional Foref)t~rhas,iclentifiedpoPlJl~ti()n
vJabilityjs,a ~oncern. These spe~ies 9re liste<;la~Regi6n~LForester's Sensitive ,Specie,s
'(R'FSS).' ,-" _ - - ;,,' " '.d" : " , , - '-, -, .

" ..-.'.')'<::~',')•.'.'.•.' ','.' /'_,'," \:)' ,',\·--·.;F!".~\}\" .•;", ..•;·.:,:t,:~,,!;' ,:~,:.,.:•.;,.": .:.".'•...,," i' ' ,,; ;.', i,." •.. , , .r,

. Ttii~ prpje.ctWil,lb?Ye.ho·.i(npa9~·O,q,any'bttheRF$$§rt~eih·pretE3rre(j,..h~bJtafs,.aridth~,s.will
not Ieadto loss of viabilhy"'6rtreridtowara federal ,Iisthig'fora.ny,plant()(apim~16nt~~ '.RFSS
list. (Burbank, Michael, Wi!dlif~ Tethnician, Wildlife Biological'EvaluatiOn,Feh. 14, 2014; .
Deller, Mary Beth, Forest Botanist, Plant Biological Evaluation, Feb. 10, 2014).

.. .. . , .~,.. .' - .. , , ." ;.

. \- -, ~'- ,;. "



". .
There are no cultural or historic resources within the influence of the project. As a result, no

" . ,', . , . . ",'I .: •) ',:'. ,! ,': '.' " '"'' ..... _ , .. '.. '. , "~' r,: :', r. I.•\ ~,.'_.'' , .

effects to.these resources are ex.peGte.d(L?~Yr[)ayi,d, Forest.Archeologist"Shiall:p~oiectsDay, Nov:"t_2',"2(13» », ....-: :.:,.. \:~.:" .. , '.. ,',;,.,., ....... 1:. '.:\ " "",., .;, .. , ""',:"",;,'i:~n .::·:·;'y ,.:.'_" '.'" i\',' ·:'·'·i:.:·"'·"·

5; 'E*istfna;an8'Can'didateIR~s~~rbH'NEltUrarAt~as " t.. "..', .....\ ,> .. '••',';' <. .., ...

, There; aref'n6.existing or CandidateHes~arqti·. N~tura} Areas (Fqr~st Plan, pp. ,90 h;i'eM within
or directly adjacent to the project are~:~ittil¥'ptbject; Witf{etfeds li'mi'ted<f6the~irr;m~ttia't~
area of activity, will have no effects associated with any existing or candidate Research
Natural Arearesource (BurbanK. Diqne,Jore'st E~ologisti Small, Projects Day, Nov. 12,
2013)':':';:/:;:\\'::·.·:>") '.:':'.:;.~:':.) ;:. ,:',.,;;',-.;:;:"";i, ',.">::: .», \.: ;:<~. ," ::.:.::.,:;;~\,,,.' ,~,;>~<\L""r<')"j}>:,

: :-;i ~; ,

: '" " : .: ~"~ ; ? ; \./ '..

~~1~~~~l~;~~Jlif"~{1~1~~~~~~1,~wji~l!i~I~~tl~I~~~f~ras
asvaJlq<3,ted.bymap.ands,lt€1~revle'N.••'As ..a,~~$,ulti.·there:w.I,!,be,.roElff~ctsa.ssoclatEid:""lt.h'the
Natioh~,I.Fl~<::~Elati()6AreciresCi'~rcElex'pElc~~dfrom this p~ojectjf\l1~rks, Donna, Flecreat'ion '.

~~!i~~~fi~~~~~lf~:i1~~~~~~11~i~;~~~£~~~~~tX~~~;fJ~t.~;~~~~d
and maoagedas a special .area because ofltsuncommon .and qutstandlng values, (Forest

..;\;,·,.=:~r~t£~~~~gi1t1d.·i«~~1h~~~:~~rl·re~~~'6f~~!?~~,'~~·ib~'H~~:~~~~~:iFcrhj~f~ri~f;~flM~Wf,···.n.o
. :- _
Riy~{~','there are 'm.any.(ive,tJ;;·egm¢nts'that.ar~Elli9iq,leto Q~Nnh.er. ~ons,id!3red'fo(:~qdition

··.··t({tH~NatiohalWUd'and 'S"C'$hic·River.sysfem;'\the'sa' 'rivers'e'gmeht~ atidtt1eir·s.ss'Ociated
':' ..... :":".' ··i~"'"1¢·.d·'··:''.'' ;.';',:.' .r ": ~::~'_" ,::'.:.: "'. ",,', .• "."., ....: ... ,_..; ':"~'·'·'··.;··,':·~'\·I'·\,'··":, j',',' ..'.~.'.:l";.".:'~.:", ';:,':" '· ....'Il'·":\·",:, ..··"··:\·'·:!·:.'.~·· '',_'':')::I",',"'l;~"1 .:.)'

.c6rrjdOff3·.ar~;~ithjlJthe s!igible)Ni,l,d,' ~c:enip; abo fiecreat,iopaJ fliv~rs, (IJ1a.r\~ge,-n.~[1t.Ar~a
(fpr~~).~I~~;;pp:.·19p,fo..~.9~);,:th(fPioj~6U~:::o'pt'.lop~W~~1t.~Jn'd:t.6~~rth~~~,elig'i,~J~,::riiJ,er
'S9"m~nts'as',VaHdat~ab' .mil :'aO.d $i.te~re'lj(iw:')AS:ci:h~'sult~:np'eHebhr,associafed 'wit ;~the.g ,..'1"" ." .,..,', ,,",' ,...; - J -, ,Yo ".,.\.r ; ,":,,._., , , :..' S",. '.' , .,. " j ...• \., ..'.v ..' ' ••••• " •••••• , ••••• ,.,.,.", h, .'.
out~~a~al~gly remat~ab.le:ValiJes iden.tified'for'c:iny'eligiblElWild;"SqenJc,'and R8(jf¢a:ii6riar.·
Riv¢rs ~re.expected 'from this' project (Ma.~~,s;;q9 ..nn~'iSt~c,~~~~!p~)~I~qner,§1il.~,I'i,P:r9j~9.t9;.Day, Nov. 12,2013). -r: ·C.', {".'. '.:' .:.' ".,.,'.":, '... , " .. '.. ' ': :'.!.": ,:.~'/:;.,;.,.'

,f' 'Ir1J~h,'t()'rie:d:R6~dle~~A~e~s':'6rPbte:htlal\N'iidel~)~~~:~r~a~"i'!:\": :'ii I \ ..•.' ,:{;;':'·:·i:~:i'· ..
. "'''·'"I·,r,.'r)· ' .. '.;; ... _.:.... '", .', , ..• ~' •.,::'. '." •. ':""01'" .~, •• ". ,t·",.:~, ";'c"~',' -. \,.:,:,~,.', :-:.:~.",~'" .,;>,,:, ":::;.',·",,,;."~I'I'/~:":",l

. ,Th¢'proj~ct is riotwi,thirl; ariY' in.ventorled rqCidl.~s,s~ar~aJ200J .Rbcidless.Area Co'b{)er'la,lion
······Rule·'6r2006" Fares't 'pian inV'entor·ied·roaclJe.$;s;~r~Mr:\As"a'.re$'u.lf,:,.iiq::effects_a~sqCiat'e.d'
with the inventorted roadless area resource:are"i=ixpe'ctea'from the"pioject'(M-arks', Donna,
Becreatlon Planner, Small Projects Day, Nov. 12, 2013). . ..

'.'.' ,. '.:

..-~~., ...
r .::.' :!: .' ' .' :I.r .. ,~.•



My decision Will complywith all applicable laws and regulations. I have summarized some
pertinent laws and regulations in this section.

V. FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OR RELATEDTO OTHER LAWS ANP.REGULATIONS

, , ,

This project was also internally reviewed by ForestService staff at small projects day,'
November 12, 2013. Resource concerns and mitigation measures discussed have been
included above in sections B. and C.

No external issues have been identified.

This project was listed in the quarterly Green Mountain National Forest Schedule of Proposed
Actions (SOPA) beginning in January 2014 and will remain in the SOPA until the project is
authorized for implernentatlon. . .'

Public involvement included:
• Scoping notice was mailed out on January 9, 2014, to 10Qalagencies/government,

potentially interested or affected individuals or organizations, Sugarbush Special Use
Permit Holder. Scopingperiod ended February 10, 2014. "

• Newspaper legal notice appeared in the RutfandHerald onJanuary9/2014.

In addition to resource conditions that COUldlead to extraordinary circumstances, I have also
considered the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to other resources such as soil, water,
fisheries, visuals, recreation, and vegetation. The project is not expected to result in any
adverseeffectsassoclated with these resources, particularly because all applicable ForestPlan
standards and guidelines, and National Best Malla.gement Prac~iceswill be implemented
(communication wlth Speclalists at Small Projects Day, Nov. 12, 201 ~).

D.' Other Resources

Wild cher~il is known to'occur~tSugar6ushonseveral skItrails.Topr~ventintrodudion of '
additional NN IP,_equipment" u~ed,to implerne~rthe. prOje,cts'hQuld a'rrive,!cleanat, the site. To
prevent the spread oLwjldchervil frOm this',site e,lsewhere; the eql1ipmen't should also be
cleaned aS,wel1as possible aft~r'lmplern~ntibg til'(3',rHoj~c,tbut before'I13Cl.vingthe 'site.' It would
be bestto schedule the work so lhat equipment does hot' travel, through the existinqwlld chervil
plants while they are in fruit, and capable of easily having' seed spread. '

A project specific erosion control plan using bestmanagementpra.ctices wiJlbe submitted to the
Forest Service for review and acceptance prlor_lo projecfimplerTlentation. ' '

•• ,',"' -_- -_ - • '::: _' ,- • _"'. "'. - ',- "" - - '-'L' - ': " ••••

C. Mitigation Measures

Anytrall edge cuttinqof trees and brusl1Will netoccurbetween MaY,1 and August 1 during
migratory bird nesting period. " . ' .' ., " '

IV. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT



Wilderness Act . ., '.''. .•.. .. ". ' .." . •.... .v: ". .'. '. '. . .......•...•...•.•. ' '. ". . .•.. -, ". '.' •...

The Wilderness Act ~siabl[~h'~d'ia.Nati()hal \I\hidefn~ss:'p'res~i-vation {System to' be: db'rtip6~'ea'0(
federally (}lJVrw~ land designated byCqngr~ss; (ls ""Yi,iden)es~areas" .. The~~,are8:~ ar(3,.'..' .'.
admiriisf~reifl6f me Use and"e-"joymeiifof the A"meriCaD 'pe615le~il'-sucll":'manWeFa's'willl~ave
them unimpaired for future use and enjoyment as wiICternes·s.';;th'eAcf'f)(c)vides"forthe i( .; •.... ' ,

protection of these areas, the preservation of their wilderness character, and for gathering and

Floodplains (Executive Order 11988)
Executive Order 11988 directs the agency to avoid to the extent possible the adverse impacts ..
associa~~q,'~'i~h:!h{~e.c,9'p.~r~Y.,~~~',ITlid~·fIS~ti9d}?tJ.I~.~·~p_l~.irls;~~d,).Q~.a\{9~dsi.!pr?Pij ?f, ~;,:;,,:t:'.;"'.', .
floodplaHi'develbpmerif wherevsr'there' is a practical alternative: 'See Section' Ilr;cltem 8,2:of this
decision document. ' " ;..., :','i";, '." ,::••.• ", • '., ,';:, "":',',:. "';'"

Wetlands (EkedJtive Order 11990) '.... _ . ' " "', u ,'. ••..••• ;~.','. , •• '. •. ". ,.",:

Executive' Order 11~90':directs ~Qe9geh,CYto ~\j()kl ':\0, th'e:extentp.6~~ible th,e adverse' impacts
associated with the destruction or modification 'of wefladds, 'arid to' avoid' supportot hew.:·
construction i'nwetlands"where've';' there is a: practical altern'ative', 'See' S'ection "111,Itelm:8',2of
this decision document.

,- ",; r," ~~I,\t'/~" " " ~ , .,:\",)\'\'~;, :'~ - ~J< ' •• , " ~'I~"'~i' I"~ "

Forest Consistency (National Forest' Management Act) " .' u: " /. , ;, ,.,'., ,:, ,'. ..... , " " " ;': . .': .::
The Niltional :F.()i'est.MaHtigemei)f'Ac(NFMAr;i·equires'dev~iopHi~ht of Ibn~Frange"land;~nd"
reso~rGe,~.ariqg~mempl~ns,·: i:lIl'q;tbat~IL~i,te~~p~QifiqR~pjeGt~di,yi'le$;tp .p,e.¢qrisJst~nt·with.•..

:~~~~~:~g~,~WJ~~~!~~~~~¥~r~~>Ji~~;l~~~~f~f~W~~~~I,~G!~#1~\~~§~;Hl~~~!i~:1:"'"
:n~n~9,~mEl~!:~p:C,t,~~I,Y~,~<:>n,.m'~f:59~t3e.t·.JnEl9Y~~r~.y~QXa!l~yHp,~~~~,Hn,Flit3plapElrn~rt)~r?J~QJ;},
Impl.~rn,e,t)ts:,t,hy..P9r~st. el~rh,§t~9i tts ppn$.\q§r~tIR'1·.I,$jgqlP§,q I:>Y. (jlr,~ctI9Q"f9rth~ Alpine, $Kt,Ar,ea..,
MariagemenfArea'(Foresr,Et~r,;-:~~~~~.W?~,9?){-;:/.·t'/ . ,'".;'., .: ,.' ",'. ,.,' , ,,',' .':: :O:i:" ....

My decision is based on the be~t,availabl~ sCje~ce, including ~'r~view of the record that ~hows
a thorough. review of relevant ~cien_ti!icjntormaton, a constderatlon of responslble 9Pposing ...'..
views, and the acknowledgement of incomplete or unavailable information,;scij3ntiti9 unpertpinty,
and risk, As required by the NFMA Section 1604(0, I find this project to be consistent with the '
Forest Plan including gOqls, objectives, qesirecj future condltions, and Forest-wlde.and ,
Marl~~~,wen~::~r:~~,*t~r~~r~~;;~9:,pA~!~~I\«es:'(':.;<:···';:>i'_"':: ~::\. ." '!" -: ;," " ";' ••.•.... >, .. ! £'

i~~~J~~~~~~~\~~~t;;ii'~:~ti(a~,;~:.j;',~~~i~f~6~~ltie~8\;n~fj~p~(d;zeih~'~i~;inJ~d"
existenCt={Of'iiny'spe6ies fecl~r~lly listed.'8r·prc)pqse.d'as~threatene9 W.encjange.red,or r~sult in
adverse modification to such 'species"'deslgnatE3'dC'fiticalhabitat. In accorclance with"sedion .
7(c) of this Act, a report of the listed and proposed, threatened or endangered species that may
be present in the project area was reviewed. See Section III, Item B,J ofthis decision. :"i,;i," .,
document. . ' .".':' '. ",". c : .••.

cle~'ri\"i~t~r\Acf ''-::':'>:, ,'" ..,' ' =: ,':';'.'.: ','' ,". ,',"", .
The lnteritotthe Clean Wate'r Act is to restore and maintain the integrHYC>,fWi3.~ers"Th,~'F.pr~st
Service complies with this Act through Forest Plan standards and guidelines, specific project
design criteria, and mitigation measures to ensure protection of soil and water resources,

f ,':" ... , <.",', ',:'_ ,'--, .. ':., '.', I " ,

" " , :". \~ sv
National Environmental Policy Ad -,' .' .... ' ;'. "
The N~t!<;>n,Jtl,.Envirol1mEmtal,P9Jipy/t\d(NEPA) r~qyir~~ p\Jplic il1yol,y,~mentary,d.cp~,siq~ratioq.of
environmen'tal 'etfects.····The EhWiretyof dOcumehtation 'for this deCisiqp $4Ppo~s'(;6rnpl,i~~~'~':'f\'i~r"
this Act. ' ,.1 . . .,. '.'" ,', ""

" , .'



Environmental Justice (Executive Order 12898)
Executive Order 12898 requires consideration of whether projects would disproportionately
impact minority or low-income populations. This decision complies with this order. Public
involvement has occurred (see Section IV), the results of which I have considered in the

Federal NoxiousWeed Act and Executive Order 11312 (Non-native Invasive Species) '.
The Federal NoxiousWeed Act requires cooperation with State, local,'and other.federal
agencies in the management and control of non-native invasive species (NNIS). Executive'.
Order (EO) 11312 requires all pertinent federal agencies (subject to budgetary appropriations)
to prevent the introduction of N~IS. This project's decision meets the intent of this law and EO
by incorporating all pertinent Forest Plan standards and guidelines, and mitigation measures to
ensure the management and Controlof NNIS.

Archeological Resources Protection Act
The Archeological Resources Protection Act covers the discovery and protection of historic
properties (prehistoric and hlstoric) that are excavated or discovered on Iederal larids. Tbis Act
affords lawful protection of archa~Q!~giqalresources and sites that are on public an<;LJndian
lands. See Section III, Item B.7 oHtiis decision document. '.'" ...•. .:' . ;. , '

.~;

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
The Native American Graves Protection and RepatriationAct addres~~s.th~discovery a~d" -;
protection of Native American human remains and objects that are excavated ordiscovered on
federal lands. The Act encourages avoidance of archaeological sites that contain burials or
portions of sites that contain graves through "in situ",preservation, but may encompassother ..
actions to preserve these remains and items. See Section'HI, Item B.6 of this declsion \, ... '
document.

Wi,ldand Sc~ni~RiversAct'. . , ,,0', .., ........•. , .' C,' ,"" ",

The.\IV.i.lq.an'(j$c~nic .F,{iywsA¢rir$1jf~tE3s.a,na~i9'il?C~i,19and,;sceqicrive'rssystem ~~ati,n'~ly~,es'
selected rivetswhich, with their immediate environments',possess outstandingly remarkable '.
scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values." It""·
provides for themto be pre,~ery.ec:l,i_n a.free-flo;~in9condition, and that they and theirim,rn.~~iat~
envirorimehts 'will' be ~)r'otected,J6rthe' benefitand ~njoymelit of present and future:gener?tions.·
See Section III, Item B.3 of this decision document." ..: . '.' , ." .

National Trails System Act ./,\.,', ": '. ,"' '.'. ,.. ,' ,: " :<."., '.,' "" ',:"';,:i:'
The purpose of the National Trails System Act irichide'sthe designation of the Appalachian ,.,
National Scenic Trail to help institute a national system of trails for the ever-increasing outdoor
recreationneeds qf an ~?<pan9.inQpopulatio~~,lt Clls~,proQ)Q.Wst~e;pre~erYa,tiot:l_of,pt,Jqllc":. ' ..
accessto.frave! withil1; and ehJ9Yrne:~1and app_reci?ti~rf9f,ou_t900rareas and histori(;re~9u:rces
of.the'Nation;' S'eeSefcHoO'IIi; 'item B;3 of this 'deCisioii'document•. ;I.: : '. ,.,. "": <,>, \. ':

:;;;,", ': ',.> ·~t"j:·;·::· .:-.... ~ .-::-_'_:':~'.":'.;':....:.:.\..'.:. :'\'. ~":: ;..' _ .<, .,.~.: ".....:;...~..:.:.::~.::, : ..";~',-"";:,'".:.':' . < ' ,:

dissemination of information regarding their use and enjoyment as wltderness, See Section III,
Item'S.3'ofthis decrsi6ndocumerit~' ..' ":. ," : .... "... "'C,, '. ' ..

:. .' -:',", ~',' .' ;.

, ,

; ....

National Historic Preservation Act .
Section 106.pftne Naticnal'Historlc Pre~ervaJi6n Act requires federal' agencies to take'lnto' -,
account the:'effe'ctof a'projecf6rUihy district, site, buildil1g,'stniqture,' q(object that'is iHcl!.Ided.
in, or eligible for-irichision in the 'National Register;' It also requires federal agencies to ~ffordth~
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable opportunity to comment. SeeSection .
III, Item 8.7 of this decision document
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IX. SIGNATURE AND DATE

.,.;,:""(~':~.~',~'I:.:-':;':,~·,;,.;'.1: .; : ..=. ,.:",:-:.',',~·i ;',' ',<:,·,.·l:..:... .'.

Furth~r) r.'8Up:~~ioJt~,?,,?,,-:,_tj~hi~.;p,~?i~_:i8r,c:aq~e,o)~t~im~,9frWl).TC).'r;h.:, R aqy~t~~.,d;Wingnormal,,c:>ffice.
hOW,~~'(W'<?l~~?f.y~.J8;9P;~Ttg~1;:,~98m) Bc~,th.~.RR9~~st:~rgl~tnpt9.ttl(;~~-.I.9Cfl~~d,~t,:;~9 ,'la(Jger·,.-"
$~§.g~~,~~f~:.i:8.~U~:rJR~~;:.~,ht;;~;!~P~2:!~7~;,~.~;~,:!,ax: ;(~~2,)Z-~,;-4:?7.;~:9.r·e,rn~I!:..t: ,,",:i.;.,!~;"

.\_'

VIII. CONTACT PERSON

.L .:(:,:\~f::; i·~:".(,_.r·~~~~~,~!:.~-:.~i;:.;·.':-.:'. h~~;"~;'~~.•.,( ~'.:,~'f" ;;:. ;_',:~.:.;!:;~~.~..~f::;.~.:.:,,.:'.:./~::~::: .'~.,....>.'.~-.'.::'{.~.~~</~1·~·~i.'":'.}'.;':' .~~~~~}!.~.~~.'<..::\~.:..>~::...h·· '.\ .'.n:· ;.~'l;'ii';"f'~~;:'::··.::<L:
declslori-makinq process' torthis project.' No adverse impacts t(>'local mihority.or low':income,·.:,;.populations were identified. .' .. , :' , .'" .};: ':'.' > ,', , ".:,' ;'.',. i, '. .: ' ,

\ ", ..

VI. Aq_IYI,I~J~:rBATIy'E'FlI:VJ~V(PR~.epe"A~,.QF,>,~PRTYN'TIE~i : ;: /' ,'.'•
. ;, ,1; ':';~i\Y··U;::.i·i·:~~:,':::.,.',; '••,',',;: " ',':' ,/':,':".:',":;i:~.':·;",." . ,',: ',·'C·· ."'" ; ;.;::"'i~,.:. " : ~:;:,;j,', '> ,;':.., \: i ,'\:,'".

A. ~.9,1,?·:~W;~d.~JjiA;g'·;(~';~qJ?ia5~p.V~%~~~~·p,~fiY:;~J\i~W~ar:~1t-p~i.{~B,~z~,;'~DQid,~,E?':(E:J),;';C~{;))·~:[;.~:,:.:'-~','
reqUires't~at'.·~dlohs'that:.6an,·~~;g~t~9·9riq·~IJY_J~X,GIU:~~(J,frpITi·Wq:§~Ylr9ri.m~htal.f\ss,~#~'m~h~,or,:~',
Enyirollrneritc;tlImpact StaterDenfusing CategOrr~s,fq~ndat36 CFR '22().6(e) be' s'ubje¢tto public
notice, 'comment, and opportunity for administrative appeal pursuantto·.~~,qFJ3.PEl.ti,215".:.Pn,ly,.

~~~~~~~~~;~!S~i~~~if~~~~1~~~j;~~J:ft]f;iilif'[~~~d~!7~'~~~t~~~~~~t;~~~;J~:~i~~
:...~h,-~J..~~~:(.~..;~(ri~?;:'i~'.~·:~.';t:~:;..:;~..."i);«.:. '.<..! :;-:', \ .. ~·.:·r'.: , .~;~:::~;..~~~;:.-t;·.,~:.:~··~·~;~.:~k\·:;.:.;;<..: ;: ..-.' "-;;:... .: ::.., -...~..,:: ;:' !'~';':j~:~~'~~~::L:.: ./: ::. :..~.:.,;.;'~. '.;:.~. -;!.~.:~:.}.\'i-: :":...~..,::.'.. -,

Nq,'S9mmr~t~1~,~pre's~ing,S9tl¢er~w~re.r~p~iye,q\,dl,i.ringthe,pomm~~;(p:~tipd[or 'this,ptp)~Pt.;;i.".
AccOfdiQgly','this decision' is not subject to app~~! (3.qP~R'-~1!5,.J_~(~)(~.))",'..' ..., .., .... ,.;,c:;




