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2RIDGE NAME BRIDGE NUMBER TOWN HIGHWAY FEATURE CROSSED DATE
WARREN & FAS 188 i MAD RIVER 10-8-93
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COVERED BRIDGE STuDY
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two flanking timber queenpost trusses. The structure lacks
uppel lateral bracing. Ithas not been reinforced by any of
jxhe devices added to many other covered bridges in Vermont.
;The abutments, however, have been either faced or rebuilt with
concrete.

,NThe Warren bridge is 58.5 feet long at floor level. The upper
¢|west ends of the side walls flare outward to meet the west
anble end which overhangs the floor four feet at the portal;
'he east portal 1is vertical. The bridge is 16.5 feet wide and
as’" a l4-foot roadway. The wood floor, which consists of planks
laid on edge and perpendicular to the trusses, begins 2.5 feet
nside the west portal and eight feet inside the east portal;
'%fé approaches are paved.

:On*the exterior, the heavy timbers pegged together to form the
ﬁgusses ‘(and 51de walls) of the bridge are sheathed with un-
ipainted flush boards hung vertically. Similar siding protects
it nds of the trusses immediately inside the portals (except
”C§;he northwest corner). The exterior siding stops short of
peaves to leave strip openlngs along the tops of the walls.

#vertically. The portal openings are rectangular except
diagonal upper corners. The medium-pitch gable roof is
pdovered with ‘'wood shingles. : UYL T v
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-The covered bridge at Warren village is the only covered wood
bridge to survive in the town of Warren. The bridge has a
‘unique asymmetrical design: the east portal is vertical while
~at the west portal the upper side walls project differentially
:to meet an overhanging gable end. Built by Walter Bagley in
21879-80, the bridge will remain unaltered in the future unless,
faccordlng to the stlpulatlon of a town ordinance, two-thirds of]
the legal voters approve any proposed change.

f;The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished
iZand symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
tfstill stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
'|.0f covered bridges in the country.l Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose
iliphysical setting and cultural context have been little altered
;ﬁuntll recently. Now, however, pervasive highway expansion,
:blnten51ve commercial development and physical neglect are
changlng drastically the historic environment and threatening
the ‘covered bridges. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites,
therefore, wishes to extend the recognition .and protectlon of
ithe Nat10na1 Register to the majority of the surviving covered
_brldges including the Warren covered bridge.

1. R.: S. Allen, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The

Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957, p. 50.
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