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Town of Warren 
. Conservation Commission 

Meeting Loca!ion: Warren Library 
September 13, 2016 

Present: Jim Edgcm,nb, Jonathan Clough, Carolynn Schipa, Rocky Bleier, Damon Reed, Jito 
Coleman, George Schenk 

1) ,.7:10 PM CALL MEETING TO ORDER -

2) Anna Whiteside and Gunner McCain attended the meeting to get the commission's opinion 

about a 25 foot easement onto the town-owned "Topgas" parcel on Route 100 to allow a 

leach field on Anmi's property to extend to the border of town-owned land. There would be 

no construction or leach-field located on town property. There would be removal of some 

trees as there are no trees allowed within 10 feet of a leach field. This easement would allow 

conversion of Annats commercial property into a two-bedroom residential property. 

Gunner cited several potential benefits to the town include an increased tax value of the 

residential property and upgrade of the existing drywall septic system that is fairly close to the 

river. Effluent will get better treatment via flow-through soils. 

Discussion ensued with regards to alternative placement, and the amount of trees that would 

need to be cleared. Jito suggested that it is unlikely that the town would want to develop the 

small easement region requested. 

Some discussion occurred as to whether a future easement for the Mad River Path might be a 

fair "trade," at Jito's suggestion. Gunner and Anna expressed concern about a potential loss of 

privacy for future landowners. George noted that this can be a "point of view" question. He 

suggested that, going forward, thinking may evolve about the use of the land and people may 

think differently about public paths. George suggested that public pathways can be seen as 

potential assets to communities and ourselves, and cited the example of English public 

pathways. Anna noted that there should be some balance with regards to privacy. Anna 

requested that a group walk the land to determine where the path easement might be located 

before agreeing to the "easement trade." The commission agreed that this is a fair request 

and a plan to walk the site on September 14th was set. 

Jonathan suggested that the wee seemed to be in consensus that the easement trade is a 

good idea and if we can get agreement on a future path easement then this should go 

forward. 

3) Damon discussed the minutes of the July 121
h meeting. He shared email correspondence from 

Michael Ketchel including several questions regarding the proposed changes in the town-plan 

meeting. Michael asked for clarification about the need for priorities for spending Warren 



Conservation funds within the town plan and the basis for the priorities if the wee continues 

.. to insist on prioritizing. Michael questioned the use of the 2004 survey as more recent su~eys 

exist. Michael suggested that "all publk: input so far has placed land with outdoor recreational 

res«rurces as a higher priority than land with identified wildlife values." 

George noted that our prioritization is not exclusively based on public surveys, but is based on 

the evolving focus of this commission-. he poted that increased recreational uses have been 

.• well promoted and produced in pr.evto~s y~ars- thus the corridors become our newer priority. 

Jonathan noted that the Town of Warren 2006 Questionnaire Results are in.favor of the 

proposed priority changes with 74% of people in strong favor of supporting "Wildlife Habitat 

and travel corridors" and only 65% of people in strong favor of supporting "Public access to the 

mad river" (and only 61% of people in strong favor of supporting "land with trails or other 

recreational opportunities.") Jonathan agreed to revise the language that Michael is 

questioning to hopefully clarify some of these points and to answer outstanding questions. 

wee members agreed to attempt to attend the next planning commission meeting which will 

likely be held on Monday September 261
h. 

4) Jito provided an update of the Blueberry Lake management. The land was cleared with a walk-

behind brush hog. Jito reported that the brush hogging combined with everyone picking did a 

great job of pushing down weeds and especially raspberries. wee funds may be used to pay 

for this brush hogging but the town stipulates that this be done only once per year. Jito 

suggested that continued maintenance will be necessary next year, such as the volunteer 

" lopping" that was performed this spring, and covering weeds w ith wood chips. 

5) Damon reported on a conversation with Arrowwood. They are "swamped" and asked if they 

could put off their draft report for another month. wee agreed to this request. During the 

·winter of 2015-2016 Arrowwood was unable to conduct an effective winter tracking study 

because of poor snow cover so discussion of potential continuing work this winter ensued. 

6) Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm. Next meeting was set for October 11, 7 pm 
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