
Town of Warren 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Location: Warren Library 
 

March 24, 2015 
Present:  Kate Wanner, Damon Reed, Jonathan Clough, Caroline Schipa, George Schenck 
 
Guests: Jens Hilke, VT Fish & Wildlife, Jamey Fidel, VNRC, Liza Walker (VLT), Kyle 
Pickering 
 
1) 7:10 PM CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

2) Wildlife Corridors and Town Plan (discussion led by Jens Hilke & Jamey Fidel):  Planning 

Commission would like a draft of our suggestions by early to mid‐May. 

 Jens has created a map with primary and secondary road crossings based upon the recent 

Arrowwood field work and results from the Mad River Valley Forest Wildlife Communities 

Project. This was developed from the original Arrowwood Natural Resources Inventory and 

expert opinion from VTFW (Jane Lazorchak & Eric Sorenson). Three of the primary road crossings 

were in both the field work analysis and the MRVFWC results.  We can use these primary and 

secondary road crossings to prioritize land protection work, and expand protection away from 

those road crossings to create a permanent functional network of wildlife connectivity. Roads 

are the immediate barrier and conduit for sprawl and development, so a good place to start 

protection. 

 On a town‐wide scale, the habitat block that includes Eaton Town Forest is an extremely 

important stepping stone in east‐west movement between the Northfield Range and the Green 

Mountains. From a connectivity standpoint, parcels adjacent to Route 100 that give east‐west 

forest connectivity should be prioritized. 

 Jens will use this road crossing map to create polygons that highlight the connections between 

wildlife habitat blocks adjacent to these road crossings. This map can then be referenced in the 

subdivision plan and town plan.  

 Our subdivision regs include mention of both primary and secondary conservation areas, critical 

wildlife habitat and corridors. We need to define critical habitat and corridors (see model 

definition in VNRC’s Community Strategies for Vermont’s Forests and WIldlife.  Jamey will look 

into the regs to examine what is required for single‐family homes. 

 We should not call contiguous habitat blocks significant habitat, but it would be good to add 

some anti‐forest fragmentation language to the town plan and regulations. However, we could 

use the Tiered Ecological Priorities map from the MRVFWC analysis to show the priority habitat 

blocks and show which parts of the forest blocks are the most important. We should focus on 

the economic reasons for keeping intact forest blocks from being fragmented. 



 Decisions that needs to be made by WCC by next month:  

◦ Our current town plan language and subdivision regs are not consistent: subdivision regs 

refer to “critical wildlife habitat” while town plan refers to “significant wildlife habitat”. 

Critical wildlife habitat is not defined….need a definition. To prevent confusion with federally 

designated “critical wildlife habitat” Jens recommends changing the wording in subdivision 

regs to “significant wildlife habitat” and defining it. 

◦ Do we want to include all primary and secondary road crossings as significant wildlife 

habitat? Jamey recommends just primary road crossing as significant, since there is much 

stronger scientific evidence for them.  

◦ Do we want to reference the Tiered Ecological Priorities map associated with 

recommendations on reducing fragmentation? 

3) Land Conservation Kate moves to go into executive session to discuss potential land 
conservation of private parcel and invites Jens and Jamey to stay due to their knowledge 
of specific data relevant to the conservation values of this parcel. Damon seconds. All in 
favor. Motion passes. Kate moves to come out of executive session. Damon seconds. All 
in favor. Motion Passes 

4) Naming River Properties: Town/Cindi has made some suggestions, Damon will forward 
this email. We would like to consider honoring a particular river hero, George will ask 
this person if they feel comfortable having the Top Gas parcel named after her. 

 
5) Energy section of Town Plan: Carolyn is concerned about the current language 

regarding wind in the proposed town plan changes to the Energy section. She 
recommends we read Windham’s chapter on energy. Jonathan will review previous 
suggestions we submitted to the Planning Commission to see what has been accepted and 
what wasn’t. Perhaps there are ways we can strengthen the wildlife chapter of the town 
plan to deal with energy siting.  
 

6) Management Plans. Damon will follow up with Jito on Management Plans. WCC has 
concerns about trails and mountain biking on the Top Gas parcel. We should draft a 
management plan for that parcel shortly.  
 

Next Meeting:   
Tues, April 14, 7 pm. Meet with Jens & Jamey at 8 PM. If enough WCC committee available, 
could do a site visit to potential conservation parcel at 6 PM.  
 
Damon moves to adjourn 10:10, Jonathan seconds, all in favor.  
 
 cc: Selectboard, PC, DRB, MRVPD, web, post 


