
Town of Warren 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Location: Warren Library 
 

Feb 3, 2015 
Present:  Kate Wanner, Damon Reed, Jonathan Clough, Caroline Schipa, Carole Crossman, 
George Schenck, Rocky Bleier 
 
Guests: Jens Hilke, VT Fish & Wildlife, Jamey Fidel, VNRC 
 
1) 7:10 PM CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

2) Wildlife Corridors and Town Plan (discussion led by Jens Hilke):  

 Discuss data we currently have: Original Arrowwood corridors, Forest, Wildlife & Communities 

analysis, and refined corridor analysis with tracking and photo documentation.  

 Don't compare the corridors between each other because also have to look at landscape 

context. For example, under Kingsbury bridge may be the most important way to get across Rte 

100, and has high threat, but may have less direct evidence of wildlife movement than other 

corridors. Each of these are important wildlife corridors, but not each section of each corridor is 

important. For example, at corner of Brook Road, the river corridor and wetland much more 

important than near intersection. 

 Potential Wildlife Overlay District: Arrowwood results are good justifiable field data for area of 

higher protection.  Original corridor map shows some promise too. Also use where Habitat 

blocks (CHUs) are close to road on both sides. Those are the best wildlife crossings. Use the 

CHUs and Arrowwood’s arrows for secondary tiers. Overlay with stream crossings. 

 Should we do more field work with Arrowwood?  Could concentrate on areas where CHUs cross 

roads where there are no riparian or wetland areas. 

 Focus on Tiered Ecological Priorities, as determined by Forests, Wildlife & Communities analysis. 

Lower elevations along Mad River and higher spruce fir forests.  More species diversity along the 

Mad, especially with good habitat. Jens recommends different standards based on adequacy of 

the science. Bylaws already have primary and secondary conservation areas. Corridors are listed, 

but not defined in bylaws. Need to make sure the town plan uses definitions and references 

maps and studies.  

 Jens is ready and able to help us determine high priority wildlife corridors and maps to present 

to the planning commission that would work with current subdivision regulations. Jamey can 

help us with definitions and suggested language. Jens will start with Tiered Ecological Priorities 

map, using Tier 1 as critical wildlife habitat.  

 In addition to suggestions in the town plan, WCC can also encourage landowners in Warren to 



increase vegetated stream buffers and hedgerows. Kim Greenwood from VNRC might be able to 

help.  

Kate moves to accept Jens' and Jamey's offer to help in town plan language, definitions and 
maps. Seconded by George. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

Damon will update the planning commission on our work with Jamey and Jens. 

3) Floodplain Management Plans. Damon presented the floodplain area management plans to 
selectboard, they appreciated the brevity, will study them and get back to us. No big issues. 
Question about mowing the grassy area on Alderboro row. Jito and Miron will work on maps and 
we will follow up after town meeting.  
 
Selectboard wondered if we would be interested in renaming the properties?  Maybe a 
survey/handout at town meeting to come up with a name? Get school involved?  Honor 
someone? ("KP" wilderness area?)  
 
We need to add TopGas parcel to the management plan. Mad River Path has proposed a new 
footbridge over river, not currently funded.  Mountain bikers also interested in putting in trails on 
the 50-acre parcel. Matt Groom would also like to develop mtn bike trails on his adjacent land.  
 
Cindy is applying for a grant to pay for upgrades on Rewinski parcel.  Gravel, parking lot, picnic 
table.  We want to read the grant application before we write a support letter.  Once we receive 
grant, and approve, Kate will write a letter.  Kate will also check in with Kris Hammer on where 
things are with the potential VHCB easement.  Damon will ask when due date is.  
 
Other Business 

 Rocky moves to approve Jan minutes, Jonathan seconds, all in favor.  Motion passed. 
 Kate moves to renew our membership with AVCC, seconded by Jonathan, all in favor. 

Motion passed 
 
Next Meeting:   
Tues, March 24- meet with Jens 
 

 Riverside Park Management Plan 
 wildlife town plan update 

 
Motion to adjourn 9:14, Jonathan seconds, all in favor.  
 
 cc: Selectboard, PC, DRB, MRVPD, web, post 
 


