
Town of Warren 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Location: Warren Library 
November 11th, 2014 

 
Present: Rocky Bleier, Jonathan Clough, Jito Coleman, Carole Crossman, Damon Reed, George 
Schenk, Carolynn Schipa 
 
1) 7:07 PM CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
2) Carole reported on attending two meetings at the Association of Vermont Conservation 

Commissions, one presented by Kate regarding community forests and one discussing why 
conservation commissions should review development projects for their towns.  Discussion as to 
how best to review and comment on the actions of the Development Review Board followed. 

3) The group discussed the draft of the management plans for town properties put together by Jito.  
He noted that he had copied the general goals and lumped some of the overlapping ones together.  
The town management plan has been considerably simplified.  Jito has talked to Miron and he is 
still working on making maps of the sites based on official town maps as a starting point. Prior to 
the meeting Kate and Jonathan had submitted minor comments on the plan.  During the meeting 
minor edits to the document were suggested by the team and Jito offered to revise the document 
and send another draft shortly.  General agreement that the format of the shortened document is a 
good one with a longer form document offering support for the recommendations. 

4) The Top Gas kiosk parcel (Jacobs parcel) has the potential to be purchased by the town for a low 
cost as a potential conservation parcel.  A study to examine this land was undertaken to ensure 
that there is no petroleum burden at that site due to the history of a gas station at that site.  Rocky 
reported that based on the Mad River Path meeting of 11-10-14, the study was completed and the 
site tested clean.  The question was raised as to whether the conservation reserve fund could be 
used to pay for that study.  It was noted that the fund has been used for appraisals previously and 
was questioned how this type of study is appreciably different.   It was noted that WCC can only 
make recommendations in terms of the conservation fund but that the selectboard has final say. 

5) The group discussed the Arrowwood Environmental final report dated 10/24/2014.  George 
suggested that that the takeaway from the report is that the rivers and wetland corridors are the 
essential wildlife corridors in MRV.  The report suggests signage for existing corridors and it was 
suggested that the use of the term “corridor” in the sign will be an opportunity for additional 
community education.  Group agreed to request money for signage in next year’s budget.  Jito 
suggested that our goal should be to inform the selectboard of the Arrowwood study results in a 
simplified form.  The group agreed that the data is useful to the goals of understanding and 
protecting wildlife corridors and agreed to request funds for a study continuation in next year’s 
budget.  Group suggested getting professional judgment from Arrowwood as to the next best 
locations to study.  It was suggested that we invite Jamie Fidel of Vermont National Resources 
Council to our group to discuss use of wildlife studies to inform zoning 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm.   


