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Town of Warren 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Location: Warren Town Offices 
Tuesday January 15, 2013 

Present: Margo Wade, Kate Wanner, Damon Reed, George Schenck, Jim Edgcomb, Rocky Bleier 
Guest: Eliza Walker, VLT 

1) Call to Order: 7:15 PM 

2) Discussion of Eaton Conservation Easement: Selectboard will not add an article regarding the 

easement to the ballot. A petition with signatures would be needed to get it on the ballot, and 

the Selectboard is not required to follow the public's will, no mailer how the public votes at 

Town Meeting. There is a large difference between how the PC, SB, and CC define 

"conserved." Town ownership and management of a parcel does not mean it is conserved, as 

the town leaders could subdivide it, develop it, or sell it in the future. 

One of goals of this commission is to educate the community, town leaders and boards of the 

importance of conservation to Warren's current and future quality of life, functioning 

ecosystems, and role in the larger natural landscape of the Mad River Valley and the Green 

Mountains. We've been looking at FWC maps to help us guide our efforts, and our interest in 

protecting Eaton was based upon science. This has not been communicated effectively to the 

SB or PC. 

WCC has decided not to pursue a vote on the easement at Town Meeting, more discussion is 

needed between and amongst the PC, SB and WCC. Maybe host a vernal pool hike this spring 

when peepers are active. 

• Kate will check on what designation as an official Municipal Forest, recognized by the 

State, will mean. 

• Kate will talk to Open Space Institute to see if WCC could use OSI grant in a different 

manner, for example to organize and hold planning charelle/vision with selectboard and 

planning commission about what they want to town to look like in 50 years and how 

conservation should playa role in that outcome. Would need facilitation. 

• George: draft leller to SB & PC to convey that more discussion needs to happen 

between the town boards before it gets put to voters. We continue to believe in the long 

term conservation of the property as its best and highest use for the long term benefit of 

the town. 

• Jim will give Katie a heads up. 
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• Damon will call Andy 

3) Discussion of Conservation Reserve Fund - Town Meeting Request, SB willing to put an article 

on warrant. Ask for 10K. 

• Margo will email language to Damon for article, Damon will submit before 1/24. 

4) Conservation Commission 2012 Town Report-

• Kate will draft. 

• Margo will send previous reports and binder to Kate. 

• Kate will put together map and brief presentation on what we've done and what we hope to do . 

5) Corridor Tracking Study- Need this to focus conservation into the highest priority wildlife 

corridors. 

• Jim will talk to Aaron Worthly to finish Phase I in either January or February. 

• $481 in 2012 to Arrowwood. ConsCom never approved it. Elaine (town treasurer) sent info to 

Margo. We didn't spend anything in 2011. 

• Arrowwood estimate Phase I $1730 

• Damon will ask Andy to spend $1500 on continuation of Arrowwood contract. 

Rocky joined. 

• This years budget: SB were planning on reducing budgets by 10%. Damon check on this. 

• $12,233 remainder of Rec Trail Grant for trail signs- Margo will talk to Sherry Winnie to confirm 

funds are still available. 

6) Other Business-

• Alderburg road parcel- is town getting money from Dept of Transportation: were offered it , Cindy 

turned it down and just requested that they return parcel to way it was. In future, if conserved 

land is somehow used for some temporary event, request that fee gets put in the conservation 

reserve fund. 

• Revisit Austin and Eaton management plan regarding planned timber cuts and request that 

revenue from timber sales go to the conservation reserve fund. 

• Membership: Rocky hasn't heard from Gregg. Carol Thompson? 

• Caroline Scipa- she felt like she had too many commitments and was out of town a lot 

• Ron Majorel has expressed interest in the past (hunter, fisherman, outdoorsman, has time, 

travels a lot)- Damon will invite him 
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• Damon will ask Miron to add a request for new members to our website 

• Margo will send Damon and Kate past descriptions 

• kate- post on front porch forum, and develop job description 

• kate will send front porch forum out to all members. 

7) Approve meeting minutes - N/A 

8) Items for next meeting: 
Feb 12th: 7 pm 

• approve old minutes 
o meet with Ron if available 
• kate outline of town meeting 

9) Adjourn - 8: 56 PM George move to adjourn, damon seconded, all in favor 
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